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Sympathy with our ſuffering Brethren, and an In- 


provement of their Diſtreſſes ſhewn to be our Duty, 


a A. 


IN TWO 


DISCOURSES; 


Occaſioned by the 


Cruel O ppreſſions of the Proteſtants 
in France, 


And enlarged with a 
Recent and particular Account of the State of 
the Perſecution in that Kingdom, 
To which are prefixed, 


Some ſerious Reflexions on the preſent Situation 
of theſe Nations, and our American Colonies. 
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By THOMAS GIBBONS. 
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Sevus Aper Vites violavit Dente novellas ; 
Et rabidis Uve Præda fuere Feris : 
Ergo redi, Viteſque tuas de Sede ſuprema 
Protege, vidtrici yui regis Arma Manu. 
JonnsTon, Pſ. Ixxx. 
Fer if they do theſe Things to a Green Tree, what ſhall 
be dane to the Dry? Luke xxiii. 31. 
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PREFACE. 


NEVE RAL Months have wi 
ſince, as to the Subſtance of 


I preached the two following 
Diſcourſes. They might have come 
abroad much ſooner had not my ten- 
dex State of Health, and my Con- 
fluence of Work as a Miniſter and 
Tutor prevented. At length I of- 


fer them to the World after a care» 


ful Reviſal, and ſome conſiderable 
Additions, particularly i in the Article 
of recent Intelligence concerning the 
State of our perſecuted Brethren. 

the Diſcourſes have nothing elſe to 
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: WF R E FACE. 
recommend them, yet the awful and 
well atteſted Facts they contain, and 
the important and indiſpenſible Du- 
ties ſhown to reſult from them, may 
deſerve a ſerious Attention and Re- 
gard. And J cannot but apprehend 
that a Publication of theſe tragical, 
but yet authentic, Accounts of the 
Sufferings of our Proteftant' Brethren 
in France in our preſent critical Situ- 
ation mult tend to, endear, our Pri vi- 
Jeges and Liberties,” to © unite our 
Minds in the ſtron oeſt Affection and 
Loyalty to his Majeſty and Govern- 
ment, to open our Eyes to the Miſe- 
ries we muſt expect, if God for our 
Sins ſhould ſuffer the French Power 
to prevail againſt us, and animate us 
to ſtem, with the firmeſt Union and 
the moſt determined nanimitj 
and Zeal, the rained My 5 80 
ments of our reſtleſs, ambitious, and 
cruel Enemies. 
: In theſe Sermons the Reader, will 
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ſee what the French have done to their 
own Natives, who, amidſt all their 
grievous Perſecution, have behaved 
with great Submiſſion to their Prince; 
a Submiſſion it is true that is more 
than the Right of Tyranny, but w 
a Submiſſion that makes the barba- 
rous Uſage they have received. from 
their cruel Oppreſſors doubly hei- 
nous and wicked, and alone affords a 
ſufficient Reidence what an Inunda- 
tion of Miſeries would break in upon 
our Land was France to plant her 
triumphant Standard among us, and 
ſeize a deſpotic and uncontroulable 
Power. 


And yet to accom pliſh this End, 
this Nation is now hes > all its Po- 
licy and Strength againſt. us, and, 
like an inſatiable Wolf, with its Jaws 
dropping with the Blood of its own 
Natives, it now caſts its cruel Eye 
over to us, and grows even. wild and 
impatient till it can ſubdue us to its 


Power, 
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Power, an Event which muſt un- 
avoidably be followed with the ſame 
Havoc and Slaughter. Hence the 
Schemes the French have formed, 
and the Steps they have taken to- 
wards extending their Dominion, 
and bringing our populous and flou- 
riſhing Colonies under their Tyranny, 
and thereby opening a Way to the 
Conqueſt of Great-Britain itſelf. 

As a Proof of the dangerous Pro- 
jects and Enterprizes of France againſt 
us, hear the Account given by an 
able and pious Miniſter * in America, 
and who, as he is well qualified by 
his Situation to judge of what the 
French have been meditating there, 
= The Revd. Mr. Aaron Burr, Preſident of the Col- 
lege of New-Ferſey. The Quotation is taken from 
bis Diſcourſe delivered at New-Ark in New-Fer- 
fey, Fenuary 1, 1755, being a Day ſet apart for ſolemn 
Faſting and Prayer, on Account of the late Encroach- 
ments of the French, and their Deſigns againſt the Bri- 

4% Colonies in America, The Sermon was printed at 
New-York, and is well worthy of a general Peruſal, ard 


I could heartily wiſh that it was reprinted, and ſpread 
among us 


ſo 
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| ſo is beyond all. Suſpicion, from the 
eminent Character he bears, of wil- 
fully falfifying any Fact he relates. 
| « We have heard, ſays he, of the 
| « Policy and Perfidy of France, of 
her arbitrary Power, Popiſh Ty- 


« ranny and Bigotry ; we are now 


| « like to feel the bitter Fruits that 
« ſpring from them. The Cloud ga- 


t thers thick and dark upon us ! Tis 
« manifeſt beyond Diſpute that the 
« King of France has for theſe many 
© Years been laying Schemes to en- 
« large his Dominions in America, 
« and diftreſs us. Though, by the 
«© Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle,allThirigs 
t were to remain on the ſame Foot- 
e ing as before the War; yet, no 
© ſooner was the Treaty ratified, 
ee than he. begins to ſend Colonies to 
© neutral Iſlands---projets a Settle- 
© ment . in Moua- Scotia ---raiſes a 
« Diſpute about the Limits; embroils 
e the Affairs of our Indians---labours 

e to 
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© to draw them off from our Alli- 
e ance and enters unreaſonable 
Claims, utterly inconſiſtent with 
<« the Safety and Proſperity of our 
cc Infant-Colonies. To lull us aſleep 
« he made Sham-Pretences of ſettling 
te a Line between the French and 
« Engliſh Territories in America: 
“ Commiſſioners were appointed; 
te much Time and Money ſpent in 
« fruitleſs Negotiations at the Court 
&« of France: Which anſwered no 
&« End, unleſs to convince every Body, 
te that he never had a Deſign of ſet- 
et tling it any otherwiſe than by the 
« Sword: And, for a Deciſion this 
cc way, he has made the moſt artful 
« and diligent Preparation: It is 
te now ſufficiently known, that the 
« French have been fortifying them- 
« ſelves on our back Parts; laying 
te in great Quantities of . Proviſion, 
« and Magazines of warlike Stores, 
« as if they had _— concluded 


c on | 
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te on War, while we have been whol- 
ly ſecure. The Maſter-piece of 
« their Policy has been lately diſco- 
« yered, though long ſince concert- 
« ed, namely, their compleating and 
« ſecuring a Communication between 
« $f, Lawrence's River, and the 
| « Mififppi. They are in Poſſeſſion 
c of two Forts on the Lake Ontorio, 
c and have lately built two or three 
« below the Lake Errie, on a Branch 
« of the River Ohio, that empties into 
« the great River Miſſiſippi; the 
« Mouth of which they have long 
« poſſeſſed. By the beſt Advices 
« they have very much fortified, and 
ce well-manned theſe Forts; ſo that 
« now they have actually ſurrounded 
« the Britijh Colonies, and are in 
« Poſſeſſion of a vaſtly extended 
« Country, from Cape-Bretos to the 
« Bay of Mexico, Enough has been 
« ſaid of late in the Public Prints 


« to render it indiſputable, that their 
b * Settie- 
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ce Settlements on the Ohio are with- 
ce in our King's Dominions. Tis ſuf- 
« ficient to obſerve they were made 
ce without their Conſent, and againſt 
« their Inclination, on Lands belong- 
ing to the Indians in our Alliance, 
which have been confirmed to them 
under the Protection of Great- 
Britain; and ſo are inconſiſtent 
ce with the Letter and Spirit of their 


AQ: @ 


c 
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„ Treaties: And if we ſuffer them 


« quietly to poſſeſs what they have fo 
e unrighteouſly ſeized upon, and to 
ce oo on fortifying themſelves, there 
< requires no Spirit of Prophecy to 
ce jorete], that it muſt ſooner or later 
ce prove fatal to theſe Colonies. All 


© Communication with the power- 


« ful and numerous Tribes of our 
Indians will unavoidably be cut 
« off; our profitable Trade with 
<« them wholly loſt, and our Fron- 
<« tiers conſtantly expoſed to all the 

80 bar- 
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ee barbarous Cruelties *, which wo- 
« ful Experience hath taught us, 
c thoſe 


* How much ſuch an Obſervation has been verified 
ſince the Defeat of General Bradd:ck will awfully ap- 
pear from the following Extract of a Letter I lately 
received from a moſt worthy Minifter in Virginia. It 
is true the Extract contains more than what is neceſ- 
ſary to my Purpoſe, but not more than may be proper 
to be communicated to the Public. 

—“ I am now happy with my Family and Friends; 
but, alas! L live in a withering ravaged Country, 
« languiſhing under the Frowns of an angry God. We 
© have ſinned on for near two Centuries, and now 
&« our Iniquities ſeem to be full, and the Famine and 
„the Sword, Meſſengers of Vengeance, unknown in 
* our Country before, are comiſſioned to march out 
*in Conjunction againſt us. 

& I herewith ſend you ſome public Papers, which 
will give you an Account of the melancholy Fate 
of our Army under the unfortunately brave Ge- 
“ neral Braddact. Beſides this, the Indian Savages 
* have perpetrated the moſt unnatural Barbarities upon 
many Families in the Frontiers, ſurprized them in 
** their Beds, beheaded or ſcalped them, mangled them, 
ript up the Women, and even drunk their Blood, 
© imbibing a more outrageous Fury with the inhuman 
“Draught. 
 * The Inhabitants of this Colony, (Virginia) about 
“ 300,000 in Number, have, till lately, been in the moſt 
* ſtupid Security, and could hardly believe that even 
French Papiſts could ſeriouſly intend them any In- 
jury. But now they are rouzed, and a military Spirit 
* is ſpreading among them. Sundry Companies of 
Volunteers have been formed, particularly one in 
* Hanover, in which are ſome of my ſele& Friends; 
and they are gone out to range the Frontiers, with- 
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« thoſe ſavage People, under the In- 
ce fluence of French Policy, are ca- 
c pable of committing. The Line 
ce of Forts they have already between 
« Canada and Miſſiſippi, gives them 
ce an unknown Advantage, to draw 
« off the Natives from our Alliance. 
« To effect which, no Pains or Coſt 
cc are ſpared, no Stratagem is left un- 
« tried, We are well aſſured they 
ce keep Miſhonaries conſtantly among 
ce them to inculate the diftinguiſh- 
© ing Principles of their Religion; 


% out Wages or any intereſted View, The Legi- 
© ſlature has alſo ordered i200 Men to be imme- 
« diately raiſed for the ſame Purpoſe. 

„The Drought has been very ſevere, and very ex- 
c tenſive; and not only the Colonies on the Conti- 
© nent, but the numerous Eugliſb Iſlands in the W:/i- 
% Indies, that depend upon them for Grain, will lan- 
« guiſh under its Effects. 

Indeed, dear Sir, if there is a Place upon our 
“ guilty Globe that requires your moſt importunate 
« Prayers, it is this. Woe are a ſinful impenitent 
% People, and the gentler Means of Grace have failed 
“ to lead us to Repentance. And if withering Fields, 
* ſcanty Harveſts, and the Terrors of War ſhould have 
«© this happy Effect, as I hope they will in ſundry In- 
-+ ſtances, our Loſſes will be more than compenſated.” 

Hanover, Sept. 5, 1755. 


and 
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| « and what appears ſtill more im- 
| « portant in their Eyes, to infuſe 
| « into their Minds, Prejudices againſt 
| « the Engliſh, and attach them to 
| « the French Intereſt, They have 
« heen unwearied in their Pains, 
„ fince the laſt Peace, in alienating 
| « their Affections from us. For this 
| « Purpoſe they have deſired Liberty 
| « to ſend Miſſionaries among the Siæ 
« ations, and have lately ſent them 
« an Invitation to come and ſettle at 
« Canada. Should they ſucceed in 
| «© theſe Attempts, the Conſequence 
i would be very pernicious. Our 
« Frontier Settlements would be 
« broken up, and all Hopes of driv- 
« ing the French from their Encroach- 
« ments would be at an End.” 

Such are the Projects, ſuch the 
Enterprizes of France againſt our 
American Plantations; and there they 
have defeated - our Forces under Ge- 
neral Braddock, and there they have 
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diſputed the Point of Conqueſt, 
though, bleſſed be God, to their evi. 
dent Diſadvantage with General 7}. 
fon. The Scale of Victory is now 
wavering in America, and the Fate 
of Great-Britain itſelf hangs in aw- 
ful Suſpence, and what French Arti- 
face and Power can do we are ſure 
will be done to ſink us, if poſſible, 
into the Gulph of Slavery and Ruin, 
A more critical and important Situ- 
ation, as to our Properties, Liberty, 
Religion and every Thing that is 
dear and valuable to us, was per- 
haps never known in our Days. 

O ! for a Spirit of Grace and Sup- 
plication, Repentance, and fincere 


and ſolemn Humiliation to be pour- 


ed out among us! May our Nobility, 
Gentry, City, Camp, Navy, and 
Country ſhare in the invaluable 
Bleſſing! May this Day of Dark- 
neſs, and Gloomineſs, of Alarm and 
Danger, drive us to our God, againſt 

whom 
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whom we have ſo long and fo gene- 
| rally rebelled ! May we henceforward 
keep an humble and conſtant Eye 
to the Government and Diſpoſal of 
Heaven, amidſt the moſt vigorous 
| Endeavours and Exertion of our 
Powers for our Defence and Safety; 
and never more dream of Victory, 
but as the Vouchſafement of Pro- 
vidence, leſt it ſhould again write 
its own Honours, and our terri- 
ble Humiliation with the Swords of 
our Enemies! May the Father of 
Lights be the Eye of ourCounſels! May 
the God of all Power be the Strength 
of our Arm] May we in every Re- 
| ſpect walk worthy of our Liberties 
and our holy Religion, leſt, theſe in- 
eſtimable Talents being ſlighted and 
| abuſed, God ſhould take them away 


| People, and avenge the enormous 
Guilt by letting in upon us a Deluge 
4 of 


from an ungrateful and unprofitable 
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of Popiſh Superſtition, Tyranny, and 
Ruin. 

If this little Aim at the Publick 
Good be honoured, though in the 
ſmalleſt Degree, to keep off ſuch a 
tremendous Scourge as Popery from 
our Land, by alarming the Minds of 
any of my Fellow-Countrymen and 
Subjects with its real Horrors, and ex- 
citing them more highly to value, 
more piouſly to improve, and more 
ſtrenuouſly to maintain their civil 
and facred Privileges, fuch a Succel; 
will crown the Wiſhes of a true 
Friend to Liberty, and, he hopes, a 
true Lover of Religion. 


Dec. 2, 1755. T. G. 


| AMos vi. 6. 


Dey drink Wine in Bowls, and an- 
| oint themſelves with the chief Oint- 
ments; but they are not grieved for 


the Affliction of Joſeph. 


N the Chapter whence I have taken my 
| Text we have a Deſcription of the Sins 

of the Times in which the. Prophet 
lived, and an awful Denunciation of the hea- 
vy Judgments of God that were prepared 
to take Vengeance upon them. The laſt 
Article in the Roll of Iniquities, which the 
Prophet opens in the firſt Verſe of our 
Chapter, and unfolds in the following Verſes 
down to that of our Text, is an Article of 
Guilt, that by its Situation at the Top of the 
Climax, looks like the moſt heinous and pro- 
voking in the Sight of God of all the reſt, 
and ſeems at once to fill up the Meaſure of a 


| {inful Nation's Crimes, and the Vials of the 


Divine Anger, which were now ready to 
be poured out in overwhelming, and gene- 
ral Ruin. And they are not grieved for the 

B Aiction 
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(2) 
Aiction of Joſeph. By Jeſeph we may un- 
derſtand the Ten Tribes, among which the 
Tribe of Joſeph was very conſiderable, and 
might therefore denominate the whole Peo- 
ple of 1ſ-ael, as diſtinguiſhed from the other 
Two Tribes, thoſe of Judab and Benja- 
min. Poſſibly there may be a Reference 
o the * Afflictions of Joſeph in Egypt, whoſe 
Feet were burt with Fetters, and who was 
laid in Iron . As Joſeph's Brethren were 
anconcerned about the Captivity of their 
Brother, when he was ſold a Slave into a fo- 
reign Land, ſo are the Sinners of the pre- 
ent Day, as if the Prophet had faid, un- 
:oncerned in the Diſtreſſes of Joſeph's De- 
cendants. They feel no ſympathetic Grief, 
1or diſcover ſo much as the common Com- 
»aſtion of Stranger, when they ſhould be con- 
doling with the Sorrows of Brethren. By the 
Afliction or Breach of Joſeph may be ſigni- 
ed the Troubles, that had broke in upon the 
Ten Tribes, like Enemies through a Breach 
in the Walls of a Garriſon, or a Torrent of 
Waters through a Breach in the Banks of a 
Liver. Theſe Troubles might be Famine, 
eſtilence, War, or the like depopulating 
_ Jalamities ; though poſſibly the Terrors and 
Diſtreſſes of War may be particularly de- 
igned, as this is the Judgment threatened 


* See Lowth's Comment on the Place. 
+ Pſalm cv. 18. | 


In 
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ia the Verſe after our Text; and as the Ten 


Tribes, when Amos delivered his Prophecy, 
were near. their Conqueſt and Captivity by 
the Aſſyrian Power. But, whatever the Af- 
flictions of Joſeph were, this is the Crime of 
the voluptuous, careleſs, and ſenſual Sinners 
the Prophet deſcribes, that they were not 
grieved for the Afliction of Joſeph. They 
gare themſelves no Concern about the Mat- 
ter; they ſeemed to be equally loſt to all 
E Senſe of Devotion towards God, and Com- 
paſſion to their diſtreſſed Brethren; and, 
| though the Judgments of Heaven had broke 
in upon the Land, and had begun their 
| Progreſs of Deſtruction, yet they were quite 
| ealy and indifferent, ſo long as others, and 
not themſelves, were the Victims of the Di- 
vine Indignation. 

In diſcourſing upon this Paſſage I ob- 
lerve, ne: 

I. That Afflictions may come upon the 

People of God. 
II. I ſhall ſhew that we ought to be af- 
tected with them. And, 
III. And laſtly, I ſhall prove that we 


have juſt Reaſons to expect ſome 


ſignal Judgments, if we remain unaf- 
fected with the Afflictions of the Church 

of God. 
I. I obſerve that Afflictions may come 
upon the People of God. Afflictions may 
B 2 e 


* * - » 
** . 
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be either private and perſonal, or they ma 
be public and general. In both theſe Views 
they may befal the People of God. 

1. Private and perſonal Afflictions ma 
befal the People of God. Afflictions knock 
with an impartial Hand at the Tabernacles 
of the Righteous, as well as the Tents of 
Wickedneſs, Death, and his diſmal ad- | 
vanced Guard of Pains and Diſeaſes, not on- 
ly attack and ſeize the Enemies and Scoffers 
againſt Heaven and Holineſs, but the hum- 
ble and pious Servants of God and Chriſt 
cannot eſcape their Arreſts, and all-conquer. 
ing Power. All Things come alike to all: 
there is one Event to the Righteous, and to the 
Wicked; to the Good, and to the Clean, and 
the Unclean; to him that ſacrifices, and to 
him that ſacrifices not: as is the Good, ſo is 
the Sinner; and he that ſwears, as he that 
fears an Oath *. The Fires of a Fever, the 
Floods of a Dropſy, the excruciating Stone, 
the corroding Cancer, the gaſping Aſthma, 
the pining Conſumption, and the outra- 
geous or the melancholy Delirium diſtract, 
diſtreſs, and deſtroy both Saints and Sinners. 
One Futrefa&tion invades, one Earth covers, 
and the fame Worm feeds upon the Bodies 
of Be!ievers and Infidels, the Pious and Pro- 
phar® : however differently related their 
nu ended Duſt may be, and how re- 

Fel. In, 1. 
mote 


($3) 


| mote ſoever their final Conditions will 
prove at the Reſurrection. In like Manner 
| I might inſtance as to Poverty, Reproach, 
Loſs of Relatives, Loſs of Liberty, and the 
| like Calamities. In theſe Caſes Saints can 
expect no Exemption ; nay, ſometimes the 
heavieſt Weight of Affliction falls, where in- 
deed, ſpeaking comparatively, it is leaſt de- 
ſerved, though where it can be 5 ſuſtain- 
ed, The very Piety of a Saint, and the 
Beauties of Holineſs with which he is 
adorned, ſhall ſometimes gather a Cloud of 
Affliction about him; and his conſcientious 
and inflexible Adherence to his Duty to- 
wards God, though it ſhould rather attract 
the higheſt Eſteem and Veneration, has been 
known to have drawn the Infamy and Ha- 
tred of the World upon him. I the World 
bate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the World the World 
would love its own ; but becauſe you are not 4 
the World, but I have choſen you out of the 
World, therefore the World hates you *. 1 
might add, that, if the Chriſtian had no 
other Occaſion of Grief, yet the general 
Iniquities of the World in which he lives 
would be a perpetual Fountain of his Sor- 
rows; and the more his Love to God and 


Chriſt, and his Regard to immortal Souls 


Increaſe, the deeper will be his Senſibility, 


F Joh. xv. 18, 19. | 
* | and 
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and the keener his Anguiſh that ſuch Ay. 
thority and Grace are inſulted and abuſed, 
and that Sinners are ruſhing in ſuch Multi. 
tudes down the Brow of Time into the Lake 
of Perdition, while neither the Bonds of 
Mercy, nor the Bars of Vengeance, nor the 
Flaſhes of Hell within them, can ſtop their 
Career. Upon the Whole, the Waves 
of Affliction ſwallow up Saints and Sinners; 
and God has never ſaid to Death, or Diſtem- 
pers and Pains his dreadful Harbingers, Touch 
not mine Anointed, although he has charged 
them in the End fo do his People no Harm; 
for all Things ſhall work together for Good 10 
them who love God, and are the Called accord- 
ing to his Purpoſe * : And the World, Life, 
Death, Things preſent, and Things to come 
are theirs ; and they are Chriſt's, and Chriſt 
7s God's +. It appears from Scripture that 
Affliction is a Kind of Privilege, and that 
without it we ſhould want the Advantage 
of one Evidence and Attendant of our 
Adoption. And ye have forgotten the Ex- 
hortation, which ſpeaks unto you, as unto Chil- 
dren : My Son, deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of bim; for whom the Lord loves, he chaſtens, 
and ſcourges every Son whom be receives. If 
ye endure Chaſtening God deals with you as with 


Sons; for what Son is he whom the Father 


* Rom, viii. 28, + 1 Cor. iu. 22. 
chaſtens 


a. ts ai die he Ms a ts. 2 
2 © wy ey 
— 8 Y —_ . "I 


* 
a 
wha 


* * * =—— 6c 
+ — — — — — — 5 


W „ . the tows 


(7) 


chaſtens not *. So far therefore are the Peo- 
ple of God from having any Warrant to ex- 
| pect that they ſhall pals through Life with- 
out Affliction, that they might have Reaſon 
to ſuſpet they were not in the Road to 
Heaven, if they did not find their Croſs in 
it. Life is a Voyage, and has its Waves 
and Storms, but they ſhall not overwhelm 
the Chriſtian, but teach him to fix the 
Anchor of his Hope firmer, endear the 
Foundation upon which it reſts, or drive him 
with a ſwifter Courſe towards the Port of his 
| heavenly and eternal Happineſs. Private and 
| perſonal Afflictions therefore are the Lot of 
| the People of God. 
{ 2. Not only private and perſonal but pub- 
lic and general Afflictions may befal the 
People of God. Afflictions have their ſmaller 
| Sickles, with which they enter our Families, 
cut off the Branches of our earthly Com- 
forts one after another, and deſtroy, as one 
expreſſes it, the faireft Bloom of ſublunary 
Bliſs. But Afflictions have not their ſmaller 
Sickles only, but they ſometimes graſp an 
enormous Scythe, bend it againſt whole 
States and Kingdoms, and at ona Blow lay 
their Proſperity, Power, and Glory in the 
Duſt. And ſometimes theſe States and 
Kingdoms are compoſed of the profeſſing 
People of God, or at leaſt they make up a 
* Heb. xii. 5, 6, 7. + Dr. Young. 
great 
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were burnt at Night to illuminate the City of Rome,” 


(8) 
great Part of the Number. This was the 
Caſe with the People of Hrael, whoſe Land 
was ſometimes blaſted by Famine, or thin- 
ed with Peſtilence, or plundered and ravaged 
by their Enemies, or torn aſunder with in- 
teſtine and unnatural Diviſions and Tumults, 
How great was the Diſtreſs of Judah and 
Benjamin, when Teruſalem was taken, the 
Temple of God deſtroyed, and the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land were carried away Captive 
to Babylon? Theſe public and popular Cala- 
mities befel the People of God in antient 
Days. And have there not been the like 
overſpreading Diſtrefles upon the Church in 
theſe later Ages? Recollect, my Friends, 
the Ten Roman Perſecutions that glutted 
themſelves with a Profuſion of the Lives 
of Saints and Martyrs in the Three or Four 
Centuries that immediately ſucceeded the 
Publication of the Goſpel in the World; 1 
mean from Nero's infamous Reign, who be- 
gun the dreadful Tragedies of the Church 
of Chriſt in wanton Cruelty *, to the Reign 


* Et pereuntibus addita Ludibria, ut, Ferarum Tergis 
contecti, Laniatu Canum interirent, aut Crucibus affixi, aut 
flammandi, atque, ubi defeciſſet Dies, in Uſum nocturni 
Luminis, urerentur. Taciti Annal: Lib. 15. 

Tacitus, an. Heathen Hiſtorian, and an Enemy to the 
Chriſtians, informs us, that Sport was mingled with the Ex- 
** ecutions of the Chriltians. Some, being covered over with the 


skins of Wild Beaſts, had Dogs ſer upon them to tear them 


in Pieces, ſome were cruciked, and the Bodies of others 


of 


we 4A A Ra83& 


1 


of Diocliſian in the Fourth Century, who 
concluded the Series of theſe Perſecutions 
with a Deluge of Chriſtian Blood *. Nor 
have the Papiſts, who ſeem at once to have 
: adopted 


* Galerius horrendam Calumniam in Chriſtianos parat. 
Palatio ſubjicit Incendium, & Chriſtianos Auctores traducit, 
qui miſerè cxcarnificati, &, ſine ulla Probatione, ad Suppli- 
cium rapti ſunt. Quod vero cœptum Nicomediz, mox in 
Paleſtina quoque Italia, Africa, totoque Imperio, ſolis ex- 


ceptis Galliis, factitatum eſt, Nullis non Suppliciis, nullo 


non Sævitiæ Genere vexati Chriſtiani; comburebantur in 
Fornacibus ; conjiciebantur in Oleum fervens ; objiciebantur 
Beſtiis; Suibus etiam, Siliquis involuti, apponebantur ; mu- 
tilabantur Oculis & Lingua; aſſabantur lento Igne, & Aceto 
Saleque ad ſpergebantur; præcipites dabantur de Petris &c. 
Turretini Hiftor. Eccleſ. Compend. p. 30. 

* Galeriys contrived an horrible Calumny againſt the 
** Chriſtians, Having ſet Fire himſelf to the Palace, he 
© cnarged it upon them. The Chriſlians were miſerably 
* butchered, and, without any Proof, were hurried away 
to Execution. The Perſecution, which began at Nice- 
* media, preſently overſpread Paleſtine, Italy, Africa, and 
the whole Roman Empire, except France. The Chriltians 
were deſtroyed with every Kind of Torture, and Cruelty. 
„They were burnt in Furnaces, put into ſcalding Oil, 


throw to Wild Beaſts, and, being covered with the Shells 


of Beans, were given to be devoured by Swine. Their 
Eyes and Tongues were plucked out. They were roaſted 


by a ſlow Fire, being firſt bathed with Vinegar, and ſpriuk- 


led with Salt. They were daſhed headlong from the 


Tops of Rocks, Oc.“ 


Will my Readers excuſe my Digreſſion, and permit me to 
add the following Paſſage from Sz!pitius Severus, to ſhew the 
noble Spirit of the Chriſtians at this dreadful Seaſon? ** Djo- 
* cletiano & Maximiano imperantibus, acerbiſhma Perſecutia 
'* exorta, quæ per decem continuos Annos Plebem Dei de- 
* populata eſt. Qua Tempeſtate omnis fere ſacro Marty - 
* rum Cruore Orbis infectus eſt, Quippe certatim ęloriota 


in Certamina ragbatur, multoque avidius tum Martyria 
a C © glorious 
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adopted from the Pagans, their idolatroy; 
Superſtitions &, and their Spirit of Cruelty, el 
come behind them in their Havoc of the ”' 


Chriſtian World. Pope Julius the Second © 
is faid to have occaſioned the Slaughter f x 
. 200,000 Chriſtians, (for Chriſtians they were 1 © 
not a whit the leſs becauſe they choſe to be-. 5 
j lieve in Chriſt rather than the Pope) in the 4 
| Space of only Seven YearsÞ. I might men- n 
$ tion alſo how the HoLy Inqui/itzon, (but WW 
F was ever Epithet in the World more per- 
I; x a 6 EP 
I verſely applied ?) in leſs than Thirty Year, W f 
0 deſtroyed 1 50,000, with all Manner of Cru- W 1 
8 | | 

1 * glorioſis Mortibus quærebantur, quam nunc Epiſcopatus 1 
18 «« pravis Ambitionibus appetuntur. Nullis unquam magis A 
; * Bellis Mundus exhauſtus eſt; neque majore unquam Ti. 1 

bi „ umpho vicimus, quam cum decem Annorum Stragibuz 
F « yinci non potuimus.” Salp, Sever. Hit. Lib. 2. Cap. 46. U 
5 Ia the Reign of Diocleſian and Maximi an a moſt biter th 
| * Perſecution aroſe againſt the Chriftians, which deſtroyed N 
*© the People of God for Ten Years together. In this Pe- ; 
* riod almoſt the whole World was drenched with the Blood In 
« of Martyrs. The Chriſtians chearfully engaged in the glo- a 

* rious Conflict, and Martyrdoms were then much more 
* eagerly courted, for the Sake of their honourable Deaths, [ 
# * than Biſhopricks are now coveted through the Luſt of a al 

5 Wicked Ambition. The World was never more thinned 

« by War than it was by the Havoc of this Perſecution; 

*© nor did we ever more completely triumph than when we 
« remained invincible amidſt Ten Years Devaſtation.” Wy 
r Sce Dr. Midaleton's ingenious Letter from Rome, ſhew- A 

ing an exact Conformity between Popery and Pagani/m, ol 
that the Religion of the preſent Romans is derived from that of ar 
their Heathen Anceſtors, ta 
4 Dr. Maor's Pivine Dialogues. 2. 
elty. WM * 
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Fi]. 
ety x. I might enlarge the bloody Chro- 


nicle with the Maſſacre of Paris, which be- 
gun a general Slaughter of the Proteſtants 
over the Kingdom, and the Number taken 
off is computed at 100,000 F. The Ac- 
count might be ſtill increaſed with the Op- 


preſſions, Impriſonment, and Burnings of 


; the Proteſtants in our own Queen Mary's 
Days: And to the Rivers of Blood that 


would now appear to have been ſhed by the 


Papiſis, T might throw in a little Stream more 


from Ireland, I mean from the Slaughter 
there in the laſt Century, in which about 
200,000 Preteſtants were cruelly cut off. 


| And, ſuch was the unrelentingBarbarity, and 


worſe than brutal Joy that theſe Monſters, and 
not Men, diſcovered in theſe helliſh Scenes, 
that ſome of their Prieſts expreſſing a little 
Remorſe for what they had been concerned 
in, could not obtain Abſolution without re- 
canting it; and went in Danger of their 
Lives J. Upon the Review of theſe repeated 
and general Butcheries of the Pop:y/þ Faction 


Dr. Moor ubi ſupra. See alſo Linborch's Hiſtory of 
the Inquiſition tranſlated by the Reverend and Ingenious Dr. 
Chandler, | | 

+ Biſhop Burnet's Tracts. --- A Relation of the barbarous 
and bloody Maſſacre of about an hundred thouſand Pro teſ- 
tants begun at Paris, and carried over all France by the 
Papifts in the Year 1572, collected out of Mezeray, Thuanus, 


+ Sir J. Temple's Hiſtory of the Iriſh Rebellion and Maſ- 


Here. 


C2 you 


L m2 ] 
you will not find it hard to believe that D.. 
Geddes has gone much beyond the Truth, 
when he tells us, hat infinitely more Chriſtian 
Blood has been ſhed by the Papal Empire, and 
its Agents, for not complying with the Idolatry 
[ of its Worſhip, then ever was ſhed by Heathen 
1 Rome *, But it is not my Deſign to fill my 
| Diſcourſe with theſe paſt Accounts ; I only 
| Juſt mention them to ſhew you, that public 
l! and general Afflictions may befal the People 
of God, and at the fame Time prove the de- 
| teſtable Spirit of Popery, which, when under 
j Reſtraint, 7s the Arrow that flies by Night, 
{ but where it has no Controul, zs the De- 


firuttion that waſtes at Noon-Day. Let me 
rather, my Friends, lay before you ſome re- 
cent Facts, ſuch as have fallen out in the 
preſent Century, and as are now committing 
in France; and the rather, as we may not 
ſufficiently be appriſed of them, as they 
may tend more effectually to awaken our 
Zeal againſt Popery and Tyranny, and as there 
is a Duty belonging to ourſelves ariſing from 
them. 

During the Minority of Lewis XV, the 
now reigning Monarch in France, the Duke 
of Orleans being Regent, the Government 
was more favourable to the Proteſtants than 
it had formerly been; but the Adminiſtra- 


* Dr, Geddes's Tracts, V. III. Eſſ. 6. 
tion 


03-1 


tion falling into the Hands of a Cardinal de- 


voted to the Jeſuits, by their Influence a 
new Declaration was iſſued on the 14th of 
May, 1724, which contains in it whatever 


was molt ſevere in the Edicts of Lewis XIVX. 


On the Firſt of February 1745, Lewis XV. 
publiſhed his Ordonnance againſt the Pro— 
teflants, enforcing the former Edits, and 
making it Death to the Miniſter who offi- 
ciated, and perpetual Impriſonment for the 
Women, and Gallies for the Men, who 
have been preſent at the Meetings . And 
how dreadfully theſe cruel Orders were 
obeyed, the Attack of religious Proteſtant 


Aſſemblies by Soldiers who ſcrupled not to 


fire in among them, the Condemnation 


of ſome who were apprehended to the 


Priſon, and of others to the Gallies, and 
the Murders of Miniſters from the Year 


1745 to 1750, dreadfully teſtify, In the 


Year 1750 the French King publiſhed 
an Ordonnance at Verſailles, Fanuary 17, 
willing, that former Edicts againſt the Pro- 
leſtants, and particularly that of 1724, ſhould 
be executed ; and enjoining Officers and 
Judges to attend diligently to their Exe- 


* See this Edit in Lawal's Hiſtory, Vol. IV. or in the 
As Ra to a Pamphlet entituled, Popery always the ſame . 
222 | 

+ Popery always the ſame, Appendix, p. 76. i 
cCution 


[14 ] 
cution *. How rigorouſly theſe Edicts 


have been executed take in the following Ac- 
Counts. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. a Pro. 
zeſtant Miniſter of Lower Languedoc, July 


20, 1754. 


—— © About iy ;th, a religious Aſ- 
* ſembly returning Home, the Garriſon fell 
upon them, fired, put them to flight, and 
e ſeized Three Men and Five Women, —— 
Another Aſſembly having broke up were 
attacked by a Party of Dragoons, who 
fired among them, wounded one Man, 
* and ended his Life with their Bayonets, 
1 « Forty-five were taken Priſoners.— Other 
0 « Accounts of the Aſſembly inform us that 
is “ Five or Six were killed on the Spot, and 


La, 


o 


La) 


La) 


* Sce a Pamphlet entituled, Anxzls of the Riſe, Progreſs, 
and Perſecutions of the famous Reformed Churches in France, 
Sc. the ſecond Edition of which was publiſhed by my wor- 
thy and excellent Friend the Reverend Mr. Jaac Toms, of 
Hadleigh in Suffolk, in the Year 1753. In this Piece the 
Reader will find a Narrative of the State of our Brethren in 
France during a long Series of Time, and a Crowd of Au- 
thorities to ſupport the related Facts, together with ſeveral 
weighty Conſiderations, and inſtructive and pious Reflections 
f 

upon the Subject. N. B. The ſame Gentleman has publiſhed 
f a few Months fince an Appendix to theſe Annals, which 
= | brings the Account down near as far as I have done. The 
Y Feruſal of theſe Pieces | earneſtly recommend to my Read- 
| 
| 
1 
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ers, and both may be had for a imall Price, at Mr. Waugh's, 
Bookſeller, at the Turi's Head, Lembard-ſreet. 
„ Fourteen 
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«« Fourteen or Fifteen wounded. — Towards 


Part of a Letter from Mr. 
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the latter End of the ſame Month, an 
Aſſembly was ſurprized by a Party of Dra- 
goons, who fired upon them, and ſeized ſe- 
veral of both Sexes, who remain in Priſon. 
---The 17th Inſtant, an Officer and Five 
Gentlemen were taken up, for what Rea- 
ſon we cannot yet certainly know. Some 
fay it is for holding Aſſemblies, and others 
for performing Baptiſms and Marriages.” 


a Proteſlant 
Miniſter at =—— Aug. 8, 1754. 


—— I am well acquainted with the 
Affairs of our Churches, and the ſeveral 
unjuſt and cruel Methods which are daily 
uſed to deſtroy them: Never before have 
they been ſo artfully attacked: they are 
beſet on every Side, and ravaged from 
every Quarter. And it will be impoſſible 
to bear up under this heavy Calamity, un- 
leſs ſuſtained and upheld by God himſelf. 
Let us therefore inceſſantly offer up our 
Prayers to him for Aſſiſtance, and, per- 
haps ſooner than we expect, an happy Pro- 
vidence may change the preſent awful Ap- 
pearance of Things to Scenes more happy 
and delightful, The Provinces of this 
Part of the Kingdom, where the Proteſtant 
Religion has moſt flouriſhed, are crowded 
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* with Troops, as I imagine, to extirpate < 
« all the Proteſtants, if poſſible, for they are 
* to quarter here for ſome Time. And 
* what ſtrengthens my Opinion is, that they * 
have expended large Sums of Money to 
* furniſh Beds and other Neceſſaries ſuffici- © 
<« ent for 20,000 Troops. Expences which 
are entirely needleſs, if they were ſtationed 
* here only for the Convenience of Paſture, WM 
On the Fourth Inſtant they made a gene- : 
“e ral Sally. They plundered not only the 
<* Houſes in the Country, but even thoſe in 
* the City did not eſcape their Fury. A 
«© Miniſter, who has taken upon him that 
* Office no more than Two Years, had the 
* Houte ſurrounded where he was, and, at- 
<* tempting to eſcape, was ſhot by a Fuzec, 
* and was arreſted, as was all the Family 
* where he was. He was carried Priſoner tc 
% Montpellier, where in all Probability he 
“ muſt ſuffer, as moſt of his Predeceſſors 
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ths * have done before him *. Myſelf mutt 
F « have ſhared the ſame Fate had it not 
| © been for the kind Protection of a Catho- 


* He (by Name M. Ja Foge) finiſhed his Courſe gloriouſly 
at Montpellier on the 16th of the ſame Month, after having 
ained the Eſteem of thoſe who ſaw him in Priſon by his 
iſcourſe and Courage; greatly affecting by his Death all 
thoſe, without Diſtinction, who were Spectators of it. Eve - 
ry Body was extremely edified by his Piety, his Meekneſs, 
his Reſignation to the Divine Will, his Reſolution and Firm- 
neſs. Tom's Appendix, p. 3. 
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&« lic Friend. For I had no ſooner left 
my Houſe than it was ſurrounded by 
« a numerous Detachment, which made 


s the moſt exact Scarch for me. Since 


e this fatal Time my Day is turned in- 
to Night; and my People, ſeeing it is im- 
q poſſible for me to elude their diligent 
* Search, adviſe me to retire for ſome Time 
into Switzerland, there to wait till more 
quiet and peaceable Days; and, as our 
„Church is oppreſſed with Taxes and Im- 
| < poſitions, and ſtruggling with Difficulties, 
git cannot be expected they ſhould be any 
| © longer able to ſupport their Miniſter. 
c We have great Reaſon to fear our 
« Enemies will exert all their Power to di- 
« ſturb and moleſt them (the Miniſters and 
« others that baptize, &c. in the Deſert) ſince 
« the Biſhop of Alais has ſent a Letter for 
e that Purpoſe to all the Curates of his Di- 
« oceſe,” | 


An Account of Mr. P——e, drawn up by 
himſelf. 


— On the Pariſh Curate's (the ſame 
* as Rector here) taking my Child by Force, 
* and baptizing it according to the Rites of 
„ the Church of Rome during my Ablence, 


* on my Return Home I expreſſed my Re- 


“ ſentment, and reproved the Curate, who 


D _« hereupon 
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(15) 
hereupon complained of me to the Depu- 


ty, and a Warrant was granted againſt 
me. I was accuſcd, and, though inno- 


cent, condemned to Death, as Acceſſary 


to the Murder of a Woman found dead in 
the Priſon. I appealed to the Parliament 
of Thule, and thereby was acquitted 
and diſcharged from Impriſonment; but 
after ſome "Time was again ordered to be 
arreſted ; but a Friend gave me private In- 
telligence. I immediately embraced the 
favourable Opportunity, leſt my Family 
the very ſame Day, and fled for Refuge 
to this Happy Ilie, where, by the kind Pro- 
vidence of God, I am fafcly arrived.“ 


Extract of Leiter from Mr. Bourdillon, 


cc 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 
Cc 
cc 
cc 


& 


A 


ſecuted in France. 


Miniſter in London, Secretary to the So 


ciety for the Relief of the French Refu- 
gees, dale Nov. 14, 1754. 


** Our dear Brethren are more and more per- 
They increaſe every 
Day; and by the laſt Letters which were 
read the Day before Yeſterday at our Soci- 
ety, we hear that the Troops in Lan- 
guedoc ſearch in the Night-Time, not 
only for the Paſtors, who are moſtly 
fled to Woods and Dens, but for their 


deſenceleſs Flock. A great many of the 


Faithful have been taken, and confined to 


Priſons. The Terror is ſpread every 


« Where. 


( 19 ). 


„ where. The Worſhip of the Lord ſuſ- 
| « pended. Few Congregations meet to- 
g gether. Courage is abated, Zeal ſlack- 
© « ens. They have nothing left but their 
private Prayers in the Midſt of their 
„Alarms, and Sorrows.” 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Iſaac 


Toms,  Mimjter of Hadleigh in Suffolk, 
dated Dec. 30, 1754. 


Very affecting Accounts from 


; « France. Does a Spirit of Concern for the 
e dear Sufferers increaſe ? One Miniſter ſays, 


I haye been theſe Five Weeks like a wild 


« Goat going from Rock to Rock, and 


| © have not lain in a Houſe. And this to at- 


e tend the Intereits of his perſecuted Flock, 
“ when he might have lived at Eaſe in a 
« City; but he ſays, We are accuſtomed to 
« Purſuits, and rejoice that we are counted 
« worthy to ſuffer for the common Faith.“ 


Extract of a Letter from the ſame Gentleman, 
dated March 13, 1755. | 


“ have to acquaint you that Mr, — has 


informed me by laſt Poſt but one, that 
in Normandy Things are more quiet, but 
that they have very few Miniſters for above 
100,000 Souls, In Languedoc Things are 
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© worſe and worſe. Miniſters are fo cloſely 
followed, that, their being no Probability 
of being uſeful to their Flocks, they are 
«« retired to Switzerland, &c. There are 
ce near 80 Men now in the Gallies for their 
religious Zeal, and very many, great Num- 
« bers, in Priſons and Fetters.“ 
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From the Appendix to the Rev. Mr. Iſaac 
Tems's Annals under the Month of April, 


7 1755. P. 8. | 


« We have heard that in February laſt an 
« Aſſembly of Proteſtants being held for di- 
« vine Service towards Bourdeaux, the Ene- 
* my had Notice of it, ſent Soldiers, who 
1 ce fired upon the poor People, killed ſome of 
4 « them, and took ſome Priſoners. The 
ce Perſecutions are going on in many other 
« Parts, with great Severity. The Priſoners 
« upon the Gallies* earneſtly deſire our Pray- 
« ers, and are ſent from Marſeilles to Toulon, 
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A Galley is a low-decked Veſſel, generally from 120 
to 132 Feet long, 18 Feet broad, and 6 Feet deep. They are 
navigated by . and chiety uſed in the Mediterranean ve. 
Ine Slaves are-chiined to the Oars, their Shir.s being (ripped 
down to their Wailt, and expoſed to all Weathers. They 
muſt ſtrike the Oars all together, or they are ſeverely handled, 
The Chains ſometimes gnaw them to the Bone, and occaſion 
Gangreens. The Slaves, excepting Proteſtants for their Re- 
ligion, are notorious Malefactots, who, having eſcaped the 
Sentence of Death, are condemned to this Puniſhment for 3 
ime, or for Life. See TJoms's Annals, p. 30. 
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i « where they are far from their Friends, h 
e uſed now and then to give them ſome 


Help.“ 


such was the Situation of the Perſecution 


in France but a few Months ago. I have 
learnt fince from the Rev. Mr. Bourdillon, 
the Secretary to the Society for the Relief of 
the Proteſtants that fly into this Kingdom 
for the Sake of Religion, that there is no Re- 
miſſion of the cruel Edicts; that the People 
have been miſerably exhauſted by Taxes ; 


Fc. that the Minifters are driven away by 


; the Severity of the Perſecution ; and that re- 


ligious Aſſemblies have been in a Manner 
totally ſuſpended. Such is the mournful 
State of the Proteſtants in France, whoſe 
Number is computed at 3, ooo, ooo, of 
Souls. 

And now, my Friends, have I not abun- 
dantly, but, oh! how awtully, ſupported the 
Truth of my Obſervation, that public and 
general Afflictions may befal the People of 
God? Have I not traced the Church of 
God from Age to Age through a Sea of 
Storms, or rather in the Footſteps of its own 
Blood? Think over the Miſeries that be- 
tel the Jews, once the peculiar People of 


God! See what prodigious Havoc Rome 


Pagan made with the Servants of Chriſt 
in ten horrible Perſecutions! and, like a 
River deepening and enlarging as it goes, 

behold 


622) 

behold a ſtill greater Effuſion of the Blood 
of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus by Rc 
Papal, that has devoured the Lives of Mil. 
lions, and yet ſays not, t 7s enough *, The 
Papiſis ſeemed to have ſarpaſſed i in the Ex- 
tent and Cruelty of their Petſecutions all the 
Devaſtations that ever the Hearhens wrought 
in the Sanctuary of the Lord. Methinks 
they have paid an unwilling Honour to 
Chriſtianity, by ſhewing that the Corruption 
of what is in its wn Nature the Beſt is the 
F/orſiF, and that they could not have gone to 
ſuch ſuperlative Heights of Wickedneſs, if 
they had not violated, abuſed, and counter- 
acted the very Glory of all Religions, that 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And they ſeem 
as if they were reſolved to demonſtrate to all 
the World the Truth of the Scripture-Pro- 
phecy, and their unconteſted, and unrivaled 
Claim to that Character of myſtical Babyln, 
that ſhe was drunk with, had greedily and 
SO ſwallowed down, the Blood of the 

aints and Martyrs of Jeſus . And ſtill this 

unrelenting inſatiable” Fury, this Firſt-born 
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la ſhort the Church of Rom? has fo effeQually exer: ted 0 
ſhall I ſay her Zeal, or rather her Rage and Fury againſt f 
Inſidels, and thote fhe is pleaſed to file Heretics, that it 
may be juſt'y aftirmed, that ſhe has procured, or occaſioncd 
the Death of meny Millions of People. Pofery a lwnys the 
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of Death and Hell, Popery, goes on with 
ner horrid Oppreſſions and Slaughters, and, 
by ſanguinary Edicts, and fanguinary Ex- 
ccutions, ſhe ſupports her Power in France, 
and ſpreads Terror and Deſtruction all 
around her. Her Throat is an open Sepul- 
chre, the Poiſon of Aſps is under ber Lips; 
ber Mouth is full of Curſins and Bitterneſs; 
er Feet are fwift to ſhed Hleod; Deſlruction 
and Miſery are in her Mays; and the Way of. 
Peace ſhe has not known. Small Sacrifices 
are not enough to be made to this worſe than 
| Pagan Moloch. Thouſands and Ten thou- 
| ſands muſt be given this Fiend of Hell at a 
| Meal, Nay, an hundred thouſand Lives 


| have been flaughtered at once upon her in- 


ternal Altars, and the God of Mercy has been 
blaſphemouſly thanked, as the Patron and 
Friend of her horrible Wickedneſs *. Like 
her Father the Devil, from whence ſhe 
iprung, and whoſe full Image ſhe bears, but 
in nothing more than in ſeeking whom 
ſhe may devour, ſhe ſeems to diſdain the 
Bounds of all vulgar Barbarity, and would 
even plunge an whole World in Ruin, it 


it will not renounce its Senſe, its Reaſon, þ. 


On the 28th of Auguſt aJubilee was granted to all who had 
been concerned in this Butchery; (the MaTicre of 100,000 Pro- 
tetlants in France in 1572) and they were commanded to go 
every where to Church, and bleſs God for the Succeſs pf 
Ge Action. Buract's Account of this Maſlacre in his Tracts. 
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( 24 ) 
its Conſcience, its God, and its Saviour, re. 


verence her Authority, and ſubmit to her 
Power k. 


Having ſhewn that Afflictions, and thoſe 
both private and perſonal, and public and 
general, may come upon the People of God, 
I come, 


II. To prove that we ought to be affected 
with the Afflictions of the People of God. 
But they are not grieved for the Afiietion if 
Joſeph is the Accuſation of the Prophet, or 
rather of God by the Prophet. We ought 
therefore, as the Want of a Regard to the 
Afflictions of the People of God is a Crime, 
to be affected with them. In treating upon 
this Head of Diſcourſe I ſhall, 


1. Conſider, how, or in what Manner, 
we ought to be affected with them. And, 


* Nor do I mention theſe great Inſtances 
For Bounds and Limits to your Wickednels : 
Dare you beyond, ſomething out o' the Road 
Of all Example, where none yet have trod, 
Nor ſhall hereafter ; what mad Catiline 
Durſt never think, nor madder Poet feign, 
Make the poor baffled Pagan Fool confels, 
How much a Chri/tian Crime can conquer his; 
How far in gallant Miſchief overcome, 
The O74 mult yield to zexv and modern Rome. 
Mix Ills paſt, preſent, future in one Act; 
One high, one brave, one great, one glorious Fact, 
Which Hell and J. may envy —— 


Olabam's Satyr againſt the Jeſuits in the Speech 27 Garnett's 


&hboſt to the Jeſuits met in Cabal. 
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2. Iſhall enumerate and urge ſeveral Rea- 
ſons, why we ought to be affected with 
them. | 
E 1. I ſhall conſider how or in what Manz 
ner we ought to be affected with the Afflic- 
tions of the People of God. And, 
© 1. We ought to be ſo affected with them 
as to feel a tender Compaſſion for their Di- 


E ſtreſſes. Pity, it is true, is but a lang 


and feeble Lenitive, but yet it is ſome 
E Kind of - Conſolation. I queſtion not, 
if our Brethren in France were to hear 
that there was a Compaſſion for their bitter 
© Sufterings ſpread through our Country, but 
the News would be an alleviating Ingredi- 
ent in their Afflictions, give a little Taſte of 
{ Pleaſure to their Cup of Wormwood and 
Gall, ſoften their Oppreſſion, and ſuſpend 
their Sorrows. To him that is affiifted, lays 
good Fob, Pityſhould be ſhewn from his Friend. 
And the fame illuſtrious Sufferer cries aloud 
for Sympathy: Have Pity upon me, have 


Pity upon me, O my Friends, for the Hand of 
God bath touched me +. Miſery and Anguith 


claim our Compaſſion ; and Hearts, that are 
not hardened into Stone, will be touched 
by a kind of neceſſary, and irreſiſtible Hu- 
manity at the Sight of Objects of Diſtreſs. 
The Malefactor who for his Crimes is lock- 
ed up in a Dungeon, is loaden with Chains, 


Job vi. 14. 7 + Job xix, 21. 
. Or 
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1 
or is dragging away to Execution, amidſt 
Shame and Horror and Agony, will draw 
forth the tender Emotion of our Breaſts, and 
the involuntary Tear of Sorrow from our 
Eyes. And ſhall our Hearts be cold and 
ſenſeleſs, when Innocence, when Religion, 
when the Saints, the Excellent of the Earth, 
when the brave heroic Witneſſes for God and 
Chriſt, in a Land of Idolatry and Superſtition, 
are hunted like Partridges upon the Moun- 
tains, are ſeized by the Hands of Ruffians, 
are chained to the Galley for Life, are ſhut 
up in perpetual Impriſonment, or are ex- 
piring at a Gibbet? Have we no Pity, my 
Friends, for ſuch a Sort of Sufferers as theſe? 
Have we no Bowels of Compaſſion for a 
Caſe that above all others deſerves and re- 
quires them? Or are we ſo much debaſed to 
the Brute, notwithſtanding we wear the 
Forms of Men, and profeſs a Religion, whoſe 
Deſign is to exalt us to Angels, nay, to a 
Participation of the divine Nature itſelf, that 
all our Thoughts and Views, all our Cares 
and Concern, all our Joys and Sorrows, are 
ſordidly contracted within the narrow Circle 


of ourſelves, when they {ſhould diffuſe them- 


ſelves abroad to comprehend the whole 


human Race, ſhould viſit with a double 
Stream of Affection the City of our God, and 
the Tabernacles of the moſt High, and this 
more abundantly when the Saints and Ser- 

vants 
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vants of God and Chriſt are in the Furnace 


of Affliction, and are ſo tortured with its 


Flames, that the Spirit ts ready to fail be- 


fore God, and the Soul which he has made *. 


Think, think, my Friends, of the Perſecu- 
tions of our Brethren in France] They are 
not only hated, they are not only counted as 
the Off-ſcowering of the World, but they 
are ſet up as the Mark againſt which are 
continually thrown the Firebrands, Arrows, 
and Death of Popz/h Malice, and Cruelty. 
They are fed with the Bread of Tears, and 
have Tears given them to drink in great Mea- 
ſure +, let us by a generous and ſacred 
Sympathy feel their Affliction, nor refuſe, 
amidſt the Enjoyment of our Liberties, and 
the pure and undefiled Religion of our 
_ Jeſus Chriſt, to participate Sorrows with 
them. 

2. We ought to be ſo affected with the 
Afflictions of the People of God as earneſtly 
and continually to pray for them. Every 
Chriſtian has an Intereſt in the Court of Hea- 
ven, and, being accepted through Jeſus the 
Beloved, his Prayers and Praiſes aſcend, like 


Clouds of frreet Incenſe, before the Throne. 


Pray fer one another the effectual fervent 
Prayer of a righteous Man avails much J. 
Ought we not, when the Church of Chriſt 


© IC li; 16, Pf. ix. 5. f Jam. v. 16. 
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is in ſuch deep Diſtreſs, ben the Vine anhieb 


Ged has planted has its Hedges broken down ; 
when all that paſs by the Way pluck her; when 
the Boar out of the Mood waſtes it, and the 
cid Beaſt out f the Field devours it, to pre- 


ſent our warm and inceſſant Supplications, 


Return we beſeech thee, O Ged of Hoſts ; look 
down from Heaven, and behold, and viſit this 


Vine * Should we not cry, as we are di- 
rected, Spare thy People, O Lord, and give 
not thine Heritage to Reproach, that the Hea- 
then ſhould rule over them; wherefore ſhould 
they ſay among the People, where is thar 
God +? And how ſuitable are thoſe Lamen- 
tations, and thoſe Interceſſions? O God, the 
Heathen are come into thine Inheritance, thine 
holy Temple have they defiled. — The dead Bo— 
dies of thy Servants have they given to be 
Meat to the Fowls of the Heaven; the Fleſh of 


Dy Saints to the Beaſts of the Earth; their 


Blood have they ſhed like Water. How long, 


© Lord, oult thou be angry for ever? Shall 


thy Tealouſy burn like Fire? They have 
devoured Jacob, and laid waſte his Dwelling- 
Let the Sighing of the Priſoner 
come before thee according to the Greatneſs of 


thy Power : preſerve thou thoſe who are ap- 
pointed to die. 


So we thy People, and the 
Sheep of thy Paſture will give thee Thanks for 
ver 5 wwe will ſhow forth thy Praiſe to all Ge- 
© Þf. Ixxx. 12---14. + Joel ii. 17. 
rations *, 


[ 29 |] 

rations x. I am afraid there has been but 
little Prayer, conſidering the vaſt Extent, 
the long Duration, and ſharp Extremity of 
the Perſecutions of our Brethren : and I fear 
| that the Petitions that have been offered have 
been languid and formal, whereas the Exi- 
gency of the Caſe demanded an holy Con- 
ſtancy and Violence. An eminent Divine, 
not long ſince removed from our World, 
ſays, in Letter to a Friend upon this Subject, 
and with a Sight of which I have been fa- 
voured ; © I remember my Faults this Day. 
« | have read and heard a great deal of the 
« Sufferings of our Proteſtant Brethren in 
« France. J have converſed with thoſe, who 
« ſaw their Aſſemblies diflolved, and their 
« Temples ruined, their dead Bodies torn 
« out of their Graves, and given to the 
« Fowls of the Air: I have read the Letters 
« of their Paſtors, and thoſe of their Mar- 
* tyrs, and the incomparable Letters of Sz- 
* perville and Saurin, which ſo pathetically 
« repreſent their Sufferings. And yet, alas, 
* I have in a great Meaſure forgotten the 
* Afflictions of Fojeph. Now and then in- 
« deed ] put up a tranſient Prayer for them, 
** telling their fad Sorrows with a few 
* Tears.” — But are there not ſome among 
us who have hardly ever prayed at all for 


our afflicted Brethren, and, notwithſtanding 


® Pf. Ixxix. 113. | 
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the cruel Havoc that has been made amon 
them, have ſcarce ever dropped a Tear over 
their bleeding Wounds ! O what an Energy, 
an unceaſing and unremitting Energy, ſhould 
from henceforth be infuſed into our Suppli. 
cations ! Let us pray that theſe pious Suffer. 
ers may obtain Mercy of the Lord to be found 
faithful *, — That as their Sufferings abound 
their Supports and Conſolations may abound 
alſo +! That the Needy may not aka; 
be forgotten; nor the Expettation of the Por 
periſh for ever 4. That God would ariſt, 
and have Mercy upon Zion; the Time to ja- 
vour her, yea, the ſet Time being come. 
That God would make Jeruſalem a quiet Ha- 
mitation, a Tabernacle that fhall not be talen 
down . That Babylon may come up in 
Remembrance before God And that 
the Voice of the Angel might be heard in our 
World, Babylon, the Great is fallen, is fall. 
en FT. Rejorce over, thou Heaven, and ye 
holy Atoftles, and Prophets, for God bath 
avenged you on her |||. Our Brethren have 
their Alarms, and Fears, Oppreſſions, and 
Sorrows in Abundance, and ſhall we for- 
get our Petitions for them? What every 
Day at the Throne of Grace, as I hope ma- 
ny of you are, and not a Prayer wafted up 
F 2 Cor. i. 5. 
[| Pfal. cii. 13. 


++ Rev. xvi. 19. 
Kev. xviii. 20. 
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1 Pal. ix 18. 
* Iſa. xxxiii. 20. 
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; in a tender Groan or Sigh for the ¶Afliclion of fl 
K. | Foſeph ? Remember, that our Prayers are not 0 
E -nly a Proof of our Chriſtian Regard to our 1 
1d atflicted Brethren, but that, when we are in 
i. a right Frame, they are a beneficial and plea- 
„ant Exerciſe to ourſelves; they keep open 
E the Communication between God and our 
E Culs, and they will one Day come down in 
© Bleſſings on our own Heads. Charge it, 
my Friends, upon your Memories and Con- 
ſclences for Time to come, to bear the Caſes 
of theſe glorious Sufferers upon your Hearts, 
and pour them out in fervent and importu- 
nate Supplications in your Cloſets, and your 
Families; and I hope Miniſters will not be 
wanting in their public Requeſts in the Sanc- 
tuary, and not only intimate the Afflictions 
of our Brethren, but dq ll upon them with 
Energy and Power. V I forget thee, O Je- 
ruſalem, let my Right-hand forget her Cun- 
ning. If T do not remember thee, let my Tongue 
cleave to the Roof of my Mouth &. 

III. And laſtly, We ought to be ſo affec- 
ted with the Afflictions of the People of God, 
as to do all we can for their Relief. But 
* what can we do for them? Can we ſoften 
„ the Heart, or break the Power of the 
French Tyrant, who is grown ſo formid- 
able to Europe? Can we ſtrike the Scales 


of Ignorance and Superſtition from the 
l. exxxvii. 5, 6. | 
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© Eyes of the common People, diſſolve the 
* unrelenting Cruelty of the Prieſthood, ſend 
« in Help to our afflicted Brethren, and 
% make their Perſecutors ungraſp their 
Prey ?”---I grant we are not ſufficient for 
theſe Things, though may Heaven proſper 
our Arms, if we ſhould enter into War, for 
which there are ſuch great Preparations mak- 
ing, ſo as not only to enable us to bound the 
French Tyranny within its own Dominions, 
and prevent all its future Encroachments upon 
the Properties and Poſſeſſions of its Neigh- 
bours, but alſo to compel its arbitrary Mo- 
narch to ceaſe in every Form his Oppreſſion 
of his Proteſtant Subjects, if after all he ſhould 
continue his bloody Edicts and deſtructive 
Hatred againſt them. But, though we are 
unable to ſerve our Brethren in the Manner 
we would, yet let us aid them as far as we 
can; and becauſe we cannot aſſiſt them in 
one Way, let us be the more ready to alli 
them in another. A Society is formed for 
the Relicf of the French Refugees who fly to 
Great Britain for Shelter from the Storms of 
Perſecution at Home. Such a Charity as this 
invites our Brethren over to us, and gives 
them a Glimpſe of Hope and Pleaſure in 
their Diſtreſſes, as they behold a Country not 
only ready to receive and protect them, but 
allo to grant them ſome Help towards their 
«cttlement and Support among us. Permit 
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me earneſtly to call upon you to encourage 
this Charity with all your Power. It is a 
Charity that is well worthy of the Friends of 
God, of Liberty, and of Mankind. It is a 
Charity that gathers and centres in itſelf eye- 
ry Argument which the Goſpel, and even 
Humanity can uſe to excite us to Benevo- 
lence: and methinks, inſtead of needing 
any Exhortations to it, you ſhould eagerly 
ſeize the Opportunity of making in this Man- 
ner a Kind of Thank-Offering to Heaven for 
the invaluable Privileges and Bleſſings you 
enjoy, and which never appear with fo great 
a Luſtre and Value upon them, as when 
they are beheld with ſo dark a Storm of Per- 
ſecution near them: and, what is a melan- 
choly Truth, the Society for Relief of theſe 
poor Emigrants ſtands in peculiar Need of 
your Aid at this Juncture, as will appear by 
the Paper they publiſhed Sept. 1755 *. Be 
willing 
* The Gentlemen who three Years ago engaged in a Society for 
the Relief of thoſe Proteſtants that fly into this Kingaom for 
Religion's Sake, think themſelves in Duty bound to arquaint 


the Benefaors to this Charity with their Proceedings, Suc- 
ceſs, and preſent Situation. | 
Out of Tavo Thouſand One Hundred and Forty-four Pounds 
Thirtten Shillings and Nine Pence received, they have expend- 
ed One Thouſand Nine Hundred and Twenty-four Pounds One 
Shilling and Ten Pence, ſo that no more remains in Caſh than 
org Hundred and 7 wenty Pounds Eleven Shillinzs and Eleven 
ence. 
| To this Time they have relieved Three Hundred ardEighty 
nine Perſons, moſt of whom are actually ſettled in Eng/anay 
and now ſubſiſt by their Induſtry and Labour, viz. One Hun- 
ared and Seventy-tazee Men, Ninety Women, and One 
F Hundred 
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willing therefore, my Friends, in this Way, for 
this is the only Way, beſides your Sympathy 


and Prayers, to relieve your Brethren who fly 


to your Boſoms from the Rage of their Ene- 
mies: Subſtance, Livelihood, Trade, their Al, 


Hundred and Twenty-ſix Children; the greateſt Part of theſe 
lait have been put to Apprenticeſhips : Belides a very large 
Number, whoſe Expences the Society defrayed in their Jour. 
ney through Switzerland and Molland to Ireland. 

As our Proteſtant Brethren in France continue to groan un- 
det the moſt heavy Oppreſſion, their Religious Afemblies 
being forcibly ſtopped every where, their Paſtors purſued with 
the utmoſt Rigour, ſilenced, and obliged to fly the ignomi- 
nious Death they are threatned with, and which ſome of them 
have already ſuffered, their Flocks left open to the cunning 
and violent Perſecurions of a powerful and furious Clergy ; 
and a great Number ſtriving daily to eſcape into this King- 
dom, to enjoy the incliznable Liberty of Conſcience : The 
{aid Society therefore, in order to be able to continue reliev- 
ing thoſe who arrive in a deſtitute Condition, think fit to re- 
new their earneſt Addreſſes to the Public: Not doubting but 
tlie Zeal for the Glory of God and our common Faith, the 
Buties of Chriſtianity, the Senſe of our Brethrens Sufferings, 
will again exert itſelf, in ſo moving a Circumſtance, and pro- 
duce the moſt pleaſing Fruits, highly redounding to the Ho- 
nour of our holy Religion, to the Comfort of ſo many Souls, 
the maintaining of ſo many Families, the Increaſe of good 
and faithful Subjects, very uſeful to the Trade and Manu- 
ſactures of Great Britain, the ſtrengthening of the preſent 
Fllabliſhment, and the hearty Prayers which theſe Refugees 
daily offer up to Hcaven for the Charitable Aſſiſtance they 
have received from their moſt kind and generous Benefactors. 


N. B. Whoever is willing to ſee the ſeveral Sums each Fa- 
mily of the Emigrants have received, and the Method 
made ule of by the Society to relieve them, and to put 
them in a Way of Living, may apply to their Secretary 


the Reverend Mr. Faceb Beurdillon in Moodſtreet, Spital- 


Felds. 
Benefactions are fii/l received at Sir Joſeph and Sir Thomas 
Hankey's ia Fenchurch-ſtreet, aud Mais Hoare and Arnold's 
i, Fleet-itrect, Barter. ; 
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it may be, being left behind for Liberty, and 


a ſecure quiet Enjoyment of the pure and un- 


defiled Religion of Jeſus. Shall they come 
to Great Britain to eſcape the crueleſt Per- 


ſecution, and ſhall they be here leſt to lan- 


ouiſh, and it may be periſh in inevitable Po- 
verty? Shall they, who have heard ſo much 
of our excellent Religion, and whoſe benign 
and healing Ray has allured them over to us, 
find it to be a Religion in Fact, whatever it is 
inTheory, that leaves us hardened to our Fel- 
low-Creatures, and our Fellow-Chriſtians in 
the utmoſt Indigence, and only makes us 
lovein Word and in Tongue, but not in Deed 
and in Truth? Let the Refugees ſee that Pro- 
teſtant Faith produces the beſt of Practices, 
and that, while the Growth of Popery 1s 
Oppreſſion and Cruelty, the Fruits of Pro- 
teftantiſm are the moſt cordial Compaſſions, 
and the moſt chearful, active, and ſubſtantial 
Goodneſs *. 


* I would be the more importunate with the Public for 
their Charity on this Occaſion, as Mr. Bourdillon has aflured 
me, that the Proteſtants are ſo far from being mutinous and 
rebellious, that they have given the moſt evident Proofs of 
their Loyalty to their Prince by their public Diſcourſes, and 
alſo by their peaceable Behaviour in Seaſons when they might 
have had a fair Opportunity of revenging themſelves ; Cir- 
cumſtances which ſhew, that their Religion is the a/oze Source 
of their grievous Oppreſſions, The ſame worthy Gentleman 
likewiſe informed me, that the Society is very careful about the 
Certificates of the Perſons who apply for Relief, and that 
ſome have been refuſed for Want of them. He gave me alio 
the very pleaſing Aſſurance, that much the greater Number of 
luch as had received the Benefactions of the Society had ap- 
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proved themſelves ſober and worthy Perſons, many of whom 
were Members of his Congregation, How: was my Hear 
melted, when he added, that he had known ſeveral Miniſter 
who had come hither, whoſe Conſtitutions were quite oppreſ. 
ſed and exhauſted with the Fatigues and Dangers they had 
gone through, and that one of them informed him, that he 
had moved his Lodgings 150 Times in one Vear; and that 
another of theſe glorious Men ſpent his Subſtance among 
his People, without ever receiving any Thing from them, 
8 had a Character in his Certificate worthy of the Apoltoli 
Age, 
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SERMON II. 


Proceed, as the ſecond Branch of the ſe- 
1 cond general Head. 


II. To enumerate and urge ſeveral Rea. 


ſons, why we ought to be affected with the 


Afflictions of the People of God. They are 
net grieved, ſays the Prophet, for the Afiic- 
tion of Joleph. The Text ſtrongly intimates, 
that it was their Duty to be grieved at the 
Afflictions of the People of God, and that it 
was their Iniquity, and indeed no ſmall Ini- 
quity, that they were ſtupid and unconcerned 
at ſuch a calamitous and intereſting Event. 
Let us therefore take heed, as there is a like 


Obligation upon ourſelves to be affected with 


the Diſtreſſes of the Church of God, that we 
are not Followers of antient Sinners in Crime, 
leſt we ſhould be Sharers with them in the 
Divine Anger, and the exemplary Puniſh- 
ments denounced againſt them. And, 

(I.) God commands and expects that we 


ſhould be affected with the Afflictions of his 


People. If there is not the exact Form, yet 
there is the cogent Power of a Command in 
the Text. But to wave the Argument that 
ariſes thence, let us conſider the expreſs In- 


junctions 


dA 


_ » - 8 ©» 2 * 
„ rr oo a 
— — 


22 * r 


— . 


— . ²˙ . ˙ 4 and 
- - "= —— 2 N =: | 


— 2 8 
a” — — 


— —— 2 


— 
* _— 
r . . 


— 


=- 
wh, te Ce AS 
* una "7 


2 —— 


288 


* 7 
. — A wo. ˙ r * © 
- * 2 — ay Woo wo es — 


—— 


— — 
* — 1 — — 
RD REIN ERIE IE. 
.M od ibis — — > 
—— 2 


N — 
— LOTION 
— . — ——— 
—— n 
„ 


1 


6 cc — 
— — * 7 E I —— s 


+ 8 * r 
3292 "*.. 
— — —_— 
je 


- is. 
— ——U— — 
ä 7 
_ ST 


* x 
T 
. 
7 
y 
1 
| . 
Fr 
438 
. 
1 
* 
* 


Ma 
. 
"IF 
4 


—— — 2 7 — n — n = 
” n * 1 — 2 © 
— # 7 * 


+ Ae + SuSE —— — 


#4 
— * 
1 2 PO — » = 


1 


junctions of the Almighty upon the Head of 
as ſacred Sympathy and Concern for the Af. 
fliction of our Brethren. Rejoice with them 
who rejoice ; and weep with them who weep *, 
And again, Remember them who are in Bond; 
as bound with them ; and them who ſuffer, as 
being yourſelves alſo in the Body . And ſhall 
not our God, and their God, the God of all 
the Nations, Families, and Perſons of his 
People be obeyed by us, when he demands our 
tender Concern for the Sufferings and Sor- 
rows of his Saints ? O think what it muſt be 
to violate the Command of Heaven, a Com- 
mand that ſhines ſo clear and evident, and 
the Command of him, whoſe Laws are the 
Tranſcripts and Image of his perfect Nature, 
and who has an abſolute Supremacy and Au- 
thority over us, we being the Creatures of 
his Power, the Penſioners upon his Care, and 
therefore the Subjects of his Government. 
We account it an horrible Iniquity for a Per- 
ſon to break the wiſe and equitable Laws of 
his Prince; and ftill the Crime increaſes, 
if a Perſon violates the Commands of a 
Prince, and a Father at once, where Autho- 
rity is ſtrengthened by Relation and Love. 
And is not God our Sovereign and our Fa- 
ther in an higher Senſe than an earthly Po- 
tentate or earthly Parent can be? How then 
ſhall we be guilty of this Wickedneſs, this 
Rom. xii, 15. I Heb. xiii, 3, 
Wicked- 
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F Wickedneſs of a ſupine Indifference to the 


Groans of his afflicted People, and thus in- 
ſolently and flagrantly ſin againſt him? If 
God appoints, there is Authority, there is 
Reaſon, there is immenſe Obligation in the 
Appointment. Speak, Lord, ſhould be the 
willing Eccho of our Souls, for thy Servants 
hear. What, ſhall Worms contradict Om- 
nipotence? Or ſhall Creatures, whoſe whole 
Eternity will be beatified by the Favour, or 
made miſerable by the Horrors of the Frown 
of that God who made them, ſo much as 
delay, or demur to perform his Pleaſure ? 
Far be this Rebellion and Ingratitude from 
us; and let us one and all be deeply affected 
with the Sufferings of the Children of God, 
becauſe God has required this tender Sym- 
pathy from us. 

(2.) Let us be excited to a Compaſſion for 
the People of God in their Diſtreſſes, becauſe 
it is a Mark that we are his Children, that 
we love one another. By this ſhall all Men 
know *, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
Love one to another. And we know Þ that we 
have paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we 
love the Brethren. He that loves not his Bro- 


ther abides in Death. And is it a Proof that 


we are true Saints, ſuch who are adopted into 
the Family of Heaven, and are made Heirs 
according to the Hope of eternal Life, that 
John xiii. 33. + 1 John vi. 14. 
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| [ 40 ] 
we love our Brethren in Chriſt ? how then 
ought we for our own Sakes, in order to ma- 
nifeſt to ourſelves that we are intereſted in the 
Bleſſings of Grace, and the Riches of Glory, 
cheriſh this tender Compaſſion to the glori- 


ous Sufferers for the Cauſe of God, and Re- 


ligion? The more this Grace of brotherly 
Love grows, the fuller Evidences we ſhall 
have that we are Chriſtians in Deed and 
in Truth, as the good and ripe Cluſters of 
the Vine, not only yield a delicious Repaſt, 
but evince that the Tree enriched with 
them is a Vine, and that not @ /frange ot 
degenerate Vine, but a noble Vine, wholly 
a right Seed *, Whatſoever atteſts our Sanc- 
tification ſhould be diligently ſtudied and pur- 
ſued by us, as this Work of God upon us 
aſſures us of our Intereſt in the other Bleſ- 


ſings of Salvation: And as our Love to our 


Brethren 1s evidently a Part of this Divine 


Work, how ready ſhould we be to demon- 


ſtrate our Love to them in a Seaſon of Af- 
fiction, by returning Groan for Groan ? Love 
never looks ſo beautiful, and never ſo glori- 
outly demonſtrates its Power, as when it 
ſhines through a Cloud of Darkneſs, and can 
live and triumph amidſt the fierceſt Storms. 
(3.) Let us be affected with the Aflictions 
of the People of God, as we are nearly re- 
lated to one another. All true Chriſtians, of 


Jer. ii. 21. 


/ 


what- 


(+ 


E whatever Denomination, or Party, Country, 
or Nation they may be, are Brethren. They 
ate in an eminent Senſe the Children of one 
God and Father, the Brethren of one elder 
E Brother, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Partakers 
of one Holy Spirit of Grace and Holineſs, 
and the Heirs of the ſame Inheritance of 


Glory ; and accordingly they ſhall ere long 
be collected and embodied into one Family, 
and dwell together in one Houſe not made with 
Hands eternal in the Heavens. All of them 
ſhall drink of the ſame Fountain of Life, and 
be Poſſeſſors of the ſame infinite and ever- 
laſting Fulneſs of Joy. Wͤâe are come, already 
come in Deſire, in Preparation, in Proſpect, 
in Aſſurance, in Union *, unte Mount Sion, 
and unto the City of the living God, the heaven= 
ly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable Company 
of Angels, to the General Aſſembly, and Church 
of the Firſiborn, which are written in Heaven, 


and to God the Judge of all, and to the Spirits 


of juſt Men made perfect, and to Fefus the Me- 
diator of the New Covenant, and to the Blood 
of Sprinkling, that ſpeaks better Things than 
that of Abel. The Cup of Bleſſing aich we 


bleſs +, is it not the Communion of the Blood 


of Chriſt? The Bread which wwe break, is it 
not the Communion of the Body of Chrijt ? Fer 
we being many are one Bread, and cne Body; 
for ve are all Partakers of that ene Bread. 


n + 1 Cor. X. 15, 17+ 4 
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5 42) 
is And are we as Chriſtians in ſuch near Rel. 
tion to one another? Are we Members of 
the ſame Family? Are we not only Fellow- 
Creatures, and Fellow-Immortals, but alſo 
Fellow-Saints, united together under one 
common Head in the Bonds of the Golf. 
-pel; how ſtrong then is the Obligation 
upon us to be concerned for one another's 
Afflictions? If a Perſon was to abuſe an 
unknown Stranger in the Streets, our Re- 
ſentment would probably be awakened, and 
we ſhould be apt to interpoſe in the De- 
fence of injured Innocence : But was a Ruf- 
ftan to enter into the Houſes of our Brethren, 
and aſſault and wound them, how would our 
. Indignation burn, and how eager ſhould we 
| be to avenge ourſelves of ſuch an Adverſary, 
it whom we ſhould, through the powerful 
| Ties of Nature and Affection between us and 
. our Brethren, conſider and treat as an Ene- 
of my to ourſelves? That is a very lively and 
expreſſive Similitude of the Apoſtle's, and 
brotherly Love ſhines ſtrongly and beauti- 
fully through the Veil x. For as the Body is 
one, and hath many Members, and all the Mem- 
bers of that one Body, being many, are one 
| Body : So alſo is Chriſt, for by one Spirit we 
are all baptized into one Body, whether we be 
Jetes or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 


* ; Cor, Kü. 12, 13, 14. 
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Fur the Body is not ene Member, but many. 
And again, +T he Members ſhould have the 
nne Love one for another. And whether one 
Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with 
: Or one Member be honoured, all the Mem- 
bers rejoice with if, Now ye are the Body of 
HE Crit, and Members in particular. If but a 
Toe or a Tooth ach, what a quick ſympa- 
WE thetick Anguiſh diffuſes itſelf through the 
E Body! The Eye it may be weeps, the Tongue 
E complains, and the Hands and Feet are rea- 
dily employed in procuring and adminiſtering 
any Means or Medicines to alleviate the rag- 
ing Smart. And in like Manner, if an At- 
| tack is likely to be made upon any Part of 
the human Frame, what a general Alarm is 
| ſpread, and how inſtantly is the Strength of 
the whole Body ſummoned and collected toge- 
ther to avoid the Danger, and diſappoint the 
Blow? And thus ſhould it be with the Mem- 
bers of that Body over which Chriſt is the 
Head. One Article of our Creed is e Com- 
munion of Saints, If it be hard to be con- 
ceived how the Communion of Saints can 
be carried on, ſince vaſt Tracts of Lands 


greateſt Number of them will never fee one 
another's Faces in the Fleſh, the Difficulty 
will be ſolved, by conſidering, that they may 
maintain Fellowſhip with one another by con- 


1 1 Cor. xii 25, 26, 27. 


and Seas divide between them, and the. 
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ſtant and importunate Prayers at the Mer. 
cy-Seat, and thus their Hearts from diſtant 
Quarters daily meet in God the univerſa 
Centre of their Reſt and Joy, and through 
their mutual Interceſſions mutual Blefling 
are ſhowered down upon the whole Church 
of Chriſt. Let us then be affected with 
the Afflictions of the People of God, 2 

we are ſo nearly related to one another, 
(4.) Let us be affected with the Afflictions 
of the People of God, as the Afflictions are 
very hard and grievous in their own Nature, 
and may iſſue in very evil Conſequences to 
them, unleſs God interpoſes for their Help 
and Salvation. I ſappoſe, you would not 
reckon it a light Matter it your Miniſter 
were apprehended, for no other Crime than 
for preaching to you, and watching over your 
Souls, as Shepherds who mult one Day give 
an Account, and hung up at a Gibbet, to 
receive the infamous Puniſhment of the vilelt 
Droſs of Mankind? I dare ſay, it would be 
counted a very great Hardſhip by you, for 
no other Realon, than that of worſhipping 
God according to the Dictates of your own 
Conſciences, to be thrown into a Priſon this 
Night, there to languiſh out the Remainder 
of your Days in gloomy and hopeleſs Bon- 
dage, or to be chained in the Galley to the 
galling Oar for Life in all the grieyous Ex- 
tremities 
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tremities of Seaſons. The unrelenting Prieſt, 
the fierce Dragoon, the ranſacked Houſe, the 
barren Wilderneſs for your Dwelling, and 
the Range of Mountains for your Preſervati- 
on, are Evils greatly to be deprecated, and 
are among the worſt that can befal human 
Nature ; and yet theſe our Brethren in France 
have endured, and there is as yet no Proſpect 
of an End to their cruel Oppreſſions . And 

have 


* To this End with the Advice of our Council, and of our 
own ſpecial Grace, full Power and Royal Authority, we have 
required and commanded, and by theſe Preſents ſigned with 
our own Hand, do require and command; and our Will aud 
Pleaſure is, 

I. That the Roman Catholic and apoſtolic Religion alone 
be exerciſed in our Realms, Dominicns, and Countries; and 


we forbid all our Subjects, of what State, Quality, and Con- 


dition ſoever, to practiſe any, except the ſaid Catholic Reli- 
gion, or to aſſemble for that End, in any Place, and on any 
Pretence whatſoever, under Pain of being condemned to the 
Gallies for Life, if they are Men ; and if Women, of being 
ſhorn, and confined for ever in ſuch Places as our Judges 
ſhall think expedient ; wich Confiſcation of Goods in either 
Caſe: And even under Fain of Death, to thoſe who ſhall aſ- 
ſemble in Arms. | 
II. Being informed, that there have ſprung up, and ſtill are 
ſpringing up, daily in ourRealm, a greatNumber of Preachers, 
whoſe ſole Buſineſs is to {tir up the People to Rebellion, and 
to diſſuade them from the Practice of the Roman Catholic and 
Apoſtolic Religion, we do command that all Preachers, who 
ſhall call Aſſemblies, preach in them, or diſcharge any other 
Function, be put to Death; rhe Puniſhment appointed by the 
Declaration in Fuly 1686, for the Miniſters of the pretended 
reformed Religion; which we would not, for the future, have 


any one eſteem a mere Ihreatening, which will not be put in 


Execution. We do likewiſe forbid our Subjects to receive 
the ſaid Miniſters or Preachers, to conceal, aid, or aſſiſt them, 
or have directly or indirectly any Intercourſe or Correſpon- 
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have we no Compaſſion for ſuch Sufferer; 
Can our Hearts be unaffected with ſuch ter. 
rible Diſtreſs as this? Or will nothing excite 
our Concern ſhort of that Miſery which we 
actually feel in our own Perſons ? Pity, pity 
your Brethren thus dreadfully harraſſed and 
afflicted; and more eſpecially, as you muſt 
be ſenſible that theſe Calamities are very great 
Trials to their Patience and Perſeverance, and 
may prove too hard for them. Plead with God, 
that the Rod of the Wicked may not reſt upan 
the Lot of the Righteous, leſt the Righteous put 


forth their Hands to Iniquityx. Peter, you 


know, denied his Maſter in an Hour of 
Temptation, and fell to the Diſgrace of his 
Profeſſion, and the wounding of his Soul. 
The great and good Cranmer,in bloody Queen 
Mary's Days, ſhewed the ſad Influence that 
the Intereſts of Fleſh and Blood had over 
him, when he made his Recantation of the 


Pro- 


dence with them: We farther enjoin all thoſe, who ſhal! 
know any of the ſaid Preachers, to inform againſt them to 
the Officers of the reſpectwe Places; the whole under Pain, 
in caſe of Treſpaſs, of being condemned to the Gallies for 
Life, if Men; and, if Women, of being ſhorn, and ſhut up 
the Remainder of their Days, in ſuch Places as our Judges 


ſhall think expedient; and whether they be Men or Women, 
under Pain of Confiſcation. 


"The French King's Derlaration concerning Religion. Given 
| at Verſailles, the 14th of May 1724. 
N. B. The French King publiſhed an Ordonnance, Fe- 


bruary 1. 1745, to the ſame Effect, and both remain 
unrepealed. 
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proteſtant Faith. If you are true Chriſtians, 
Dou will not approve of Sin either in your- 
elves or others, and much leſs will Sin be agree- 
Eble to you in ſuch Perſons, who, by being 


Pi out to Suffering for the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
Ity are a public Example, and may greatly ad- 
nd Nrance the Intereſts of true Religion by a mag- 
uſt ¶ nanimous Conflict with Perſecution, or greatly 
at injure the Religion they profeſs, by a ſhame- 
nd ful Retreat in the Day of Trial. Pray, and 
d, pray conſtantly and importunately, that our 
om Brethren may not be tempted above what they 
wt Wore able, and that God would either abate 
ou the Storm that beats ſo heavy upon them, or 
of chat he would grant them inward Strength 
ns and Courage to ſuſtain its fierceſt Blaſts, and 


ul. Ne faithful fo Death that they may receive the 
en ¶ Croun of Life *. 
"at (5.) Letus be concerned for the People of 
er col as ſuch a Sympathy is what we ſhould 
he Ke and expect in the ſame Circumſtances. 
. Mould it not be, if we were ſuffering the Per- 
ſecutions which our Brethren in France en- 
o dure, and they were in our happy Situa- 
in, tion, a Sort of Revival in our bitter Bondage, 
to hed that the Churches of Chriſt Abroad 
zes MW iympathized with us, prayed fervently and 
frequently for us, and were ready to aſſiſt us 
to the utmoſt of their Power ? And ſhould 
e not think it very unkind in them to refuſe 
Fe- * Rey. ii. 10. 


us 
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„ 
us the Benevolence of their Tears, their In. 
terceſſions, and their charitable Relief, if we 
could eſcape from our Egyptian Oppreflions 
and Slavery into their Land of Peace and 
Liberty. And ſhould we defire and expect 
to be thus regarded, if we were in their Cir. 
cumſtances, and they were in ours; then let 


us ſhew our perſecuted Brethren that tender 


Concern which we ſhould be glad, in an Ex 
change of Caſes, they would manifeſt for us, 
Therefore all Things whatſoever ye would thi 
Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; fir 
this is the Law and the Prophets *; and | 
might add, Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtle, 
O that we did but more conſider and prac- 
tile this Precept! What Juſtice, what Com- 
paſſion, what univerſal Honour to the Gol 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would ſuch an 
heavenly and bleſſed a Root as this produce, 
and, among the Reſt of its divine Fruits 
what ſympathetic Sorrows, what Energy of 
Prayers, aud what ready and large Benevo- 
lence ſhould we exerciſe towards the ſuffer- 
ing People of God, and every Time we du- 
ly thought what we in ſuch a Condition 2 
theirs ſhould expect, and deſire, we ſhould 
feel a Pang of generous Compaſſion, and 
waft up a Groan of Prayer that God a 
ariſe and have Mercy upon Zion, the Time t1 
favour her, yea the ſet Time being come f. 
Mat. vii. 12. + P1. cii. 13 
VI. Let 


40 ] 
(6.) Let us be affected with the Perſe- 
cutions of the Church of God, as hereby 
the Progreſs and Diffuſion of the Goſpel are 
checked and obſtructed. Without Queſtion 
we ought to pray, Our Father which art in 
E Heaven hallowed be thy Name; thy Kingdom 
© come, thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
| Heaven *: and that the Kingdoms of this 
© World may become the Kingdoms of the Lord, 
| and of bis Chrijt : And how earneſt ought 
we to be, that the Promiſe which God has 
| given to the Redeemer may be fulfilled in 
its largeſt Extent, Aſe of me, and I will give 
the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſ- 
fon 4? Conſequently, when we hear of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ſhut up in Priſons, or 
wandering about in Dens and Caves of the 
Earth, or of their Blood ſpilt without any 
Remorſe or Pity; or when we hear of the 
Key of Knowledge being taken away, and 
the Preaching of the Word forbidden under 
the ſevereſt Penalties, theſe lamentable Tid- 
ings ought to awaken our ardent and inceſ- 
ſant Supplications that God would cw?fiurn, 
overturn, overturn, till he comes whoſe Right 
the Kingdoms are &, and till hs Knowledge, 
and the Grace and Glories of his Gofpel 
cover the Earth as the Waters di the Channels 


* Mat. vi. 9, 10. + Rev. 5. 16. 
1 Pf. ii. 1. { Ezek, axi. 27. 


H of 


E 
of the Sea x. Gird thy Sword upon thy Thigh, 
O moſt mighty, and moſt merciful Saviour, 
with thy Glory and thy Majeſly ride proſpe- 
roufly, becauſe of Truth, and Meekneſs, and 
Righteouſneſs +. Scud the Rod of thy Strength 
out of Ziom : Rule thou in the Midſt of thine 
Enemies. Let the People be willing in the 
Day of thy Power in the Beauties of Huli. 
eſs t. Can we in this diſtreſſed Situation of 
the Church of Chriſt reſtrain our warmeſt 
Interceſſions that every Valley may be exalted, 
that every Mountain and Hill may be brought 
low, that the crooked Places may be made ſtrait, 
and the rough Places plain, and that the Glory if 
the Lord may be revealed, and all Fleſh may 
fee 1t together | ? We now behold the Earth 
in the moral View, as it was once in the a- 
tural, without Form and void, and overſpread 
with Darkneſs **, Here Indian and Pagan— 
2% Ignorance and Cruelty reign in unmo— 
leſted and tremendous Concert and Power. 
Here Mahometan Deluſion leads - Captive 
Thouſands and Millions of precious and im- 
mortal Souls. Here Judaiſm maintains an 
obſtinate and determined Oppoſition to the 
Acknowledgment of Jeſus, and a Reception 
of his Goſpel. And here Popery has diſplay- 
ed its Standard, and ſet itſelf up in Defiance 

- againſt the Cauſe of God, and Chriſt in the 


21-3 0s--- OE v5 $6 Þ Pf. cx. 2, 3. 
It. x. 4; $5 ** GEN, i. 2. 
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groſſeſt 


eroſſeſt Superſtition, and the moſt cruel 
Tyranny, and all. that will not bow before 
it muſt be cruſhed beneath its implacable 1 
Malice, and remorſeleſs Fury. And can we 1 
be calm Spectators of theſe tremendous 
scenes? Can we ſee Mankind lying under 
the Power of the wicked One, the God of | 
this World, (not ſo by Right yet by impious ; 
and prevailing Uſurpation) and not pray, and I 
ſend out our whole Souls in the Prayer, that 
God would haſten the Hour when he will 
Way to the World, Ariſe, ſhine, for thy 
8 Light is come; and the Glory of the Lord rs 
W riſen upon thee*. And when the Wolf ſhall 
dell with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall | 
ie down with the Kid. 
8 Child ſhall play on the Hole of the Aſp, and 
Cle weaned Child ſhall put his Hand on the 
| Cickatrice's Den; and they fhall not hurt nor 
p deſtroy in all God's hely Mountain . For 
Zion Sake let us not hold our Peace, and for 


| 1 

: by 

q 
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And the fucking 


Jeruſulem's Sake let us not reſt, till the Righ- 


8 7couſneſs thereof” goes forth as Brightneſs, and 
lle Salvation thereof as a Lamp that burns 7. 
| Look down, O Lord, upon Zion, the City of 


aur Solemnities; let thine Eyes ſee Feruſalem a 


quiet Habitation, a Tabernacle that ſhall not 
ve taken down ; let not one of the Stakes there-- 
of ever be removed, neither any of the Cords 


II. ls. 1. + If. ii. 6. 8, 9. . ii. 0; 
43 thereof 
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thereof be broken *, Oh | how fad a Conh. 
deration is it, that in dry and thirſty Lang, 
where the Poor and Needy would be glad to 
drink of the Waters of Salvation, the Dey 
that deſcends upon the Mountain of Tiox, 
the Miniſters, thoſe divine Clouds that ar: 
enriched with theſe Bleſſings, and that would 
be glad to ſhower them down upon the 
parched Places of the Wilderneſs, are driven 
away by the Storms of an unrelenting Perſe. 
cution, and are utterly prevented from diſpen- 
fing thoſe Streams of heavenly Life and Joy 
they are ſo impatient to communicate for the 
Welfare and Happineſs of immortal, but ye 
periſhing, Souls. Return, O Lord, tn 
lang? and let it repent thee concerning thy Ser- 
vants. O ſatisfy them early with thy Mercy 
that they may rejoice, and be glad all ther 
Days. Make them glad according to the Day 
wherein thou haſt affiifted them, and the Year, 
wherein they have ſeen Evil 1 

(7.) That we ſhould be excited to 1 
Concern for the Afflictions of the People a 
God, as we have ſuch exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes made to a ſacred Sympathy 
and Compaſſion for our Brethren in Tribuls- 
tion. Pray fer the Peace of Jerpſalem 7 ; tity 
ſhall proſper that love thee. Bled are the mer. 


* If. xxxiii. 20. Pſ. xc. 13, 14, 15. 
t PL, xii. 2. 6, x OY 
ciful, 


I 

ciful, ſays our Lord *, for they ſhall obtain 
Mercy. Give f, ſays he, and it ſhall be given 
to you, good Meaſure, preſſed down and ſhaken 
together, and running over, ſhall Men give 
into your Boſom ; for with the ſame Meaſure 
that ye mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to you 
again, God is not unrighteous to forget your 
Work, and Labour of Love, which ye have 
exon towards his Name, in that ye have mi- 
niſtered to the Saints and do minijter. || They 
who do Good, who are rich in good Works, 
who are ready to diſtribute, and are willing to 
communicate, are ſaid to lay up in Store for 
themſelves a good Foundation againſt the Time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal Life. 
Whoſfoever & ſhall give to drink unto one of 
theſe little Ones, a Cup of cold Water only in 
the Name of a Diſciple, verily T ſay unto you, 
he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Reward. "At bs 
Lord, when he ſhall come to Judgment, will 
ſay to them on his Right-Hand, ++ Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World. For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me Meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
Drink : I was a Stranger, and ye took me 
in: naked, and ye clothed me; Twas fick, and 
ye viſited me: I was in Priſon, and ye came 


* Mat. v. 7. T Luke vi. 38. ＋ Heb. vi. 10. 
2 Tim, vi. 18, 19, Mat. x. 42. f Mat. xxv. 34. 
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unto me. Then ſhall the Righteous anſwer bim, 
ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, 
and fed thee ? or thirſly, and gave thee Drink? 
When ſau Wwe thee a Stranger, and took thee 
in? Or naked and clothed thee ? Or when ſan 
wwe thee Sick, or in Priſon, and came unto thee, 
And the King ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto them; 
Verily, I fay unto you, Inafmuch as ye have 
done unto ene of theſe my Brethren ye have 
done it unto me. — And theſe Righteous ſhall go 
away into Life eternal, Who, my Friends, 
would miſs of a Share in the Bleſſings of 
the Promiſes by a cold Indifference to the 
Sorrows of the People of God, by a Reſtraint 
of his Prayers for them, or by a Denial of 
his Bounty to their preſſing Neceſſities? 
Shall we be any Loſers by our Sytnpathy 
and Interceſſions for the perſecuted Flock of 
Chriſt, or by a Communication of our Sub- 
ſtance to the Relief of their Indigence ? Ts 
there not enough Conſolation, enough Ie 
fure, enough Duration in the Promiſes that 
Have been mentioned, to repay, and infinitely 
more than repay all that we have done, or 
can do for our diſtreſſed Brethren ? Our 
Want of Chariry, Compaſhon, and Care for 
afflicted Saints, will be found in the End to 


be Uncharitableneſs, Unconcern, and Cruel- 


ty to ourſelves, and we ſhall be as wile as a 
Man, who ſhould for the Sake of a little 
Expence let his Houſe and Subſtance paſs 
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the Hands of other Owners, or be conſumed 
in Flames. 1 don't ſay, for I don't think, 
that any of our little tranſient imperfect Ser- 


E vices for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and for the 
Comfort and Relief of his People, can merit 
the immenſe Stores of Bleſſing, contained 
in the Promiſes made to Chriſtian Com- 


paſſion, and Benevolence, or that our Juſ- 


I tification and Title to Heaven are de- 
| rived from any other Fountain than the 


Mercy of God flowing through the Righte- 


ouſneſs and Mediation of our Lord Jeſus 


1 Chriſt; but this I am certain of, that we 
cannot expect the Fulfilment of the Pro- 


miſes made to Mercy and Liberality, unleſs 
we ſhew Mercy and Liberality, according 
to our Abilities, to our Brethren in Affliction. 
Our Mercy and Liberality are Evidences to 
prove that the Promiſes of God are ours, 
and to theſe Graces of the Spirit the Pro- 
miſes of God are connected by an inviolable 
Bond. And ſuch as have a tender Sympathy 
for, and exert themſelves in Chriſt's Name, 
and for his Sake, in a generous Relief of the 
afflicted and indigent Members of Chriſt, 
ſhall as ſurely be put in the Poſſeſſion of the 
gracious Promiſes made to them, as if they 
actually merited all their ineſtimable and 
everlaſting Bleſſings. Let us then be con- 
cerned for the Afflictions of the People of 
God, as we hereby are ſhewing ſuch a Con- 


cern for ourſelves, and by helping them in 
our 


1 


our very little Meaſure are more abundant. 
ly ſerving our own Intereſts, and illuſtrating 
and aſcertaining to ourſelves that we are the 
Children of God, or that we have ſome of the 
eſſential Parts of that Sanctification, which i; 
that Link in the golden Chain of Salvation 
which is united to Pardon in this World, 
and Glory in the World to come. * Ther: 
ts therefore now no Condemnation to them wh 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit, And, + Bleſſed 
are they that do his Commandments, that : 
may have Right to the Tree of Life, and may 
enter in through the Gates into the City. 
I only add, 

(8.) And, laftly, That we ought to be 
affected with the Afflictions of the People of 
God, as we are ſo much indebted to Com- 
paſſion and Grace ourſelves. Here let us 
conſider the innumerable Favours and Com- 
forts which a gracious Providence has ſhower- 
ed down upon us; but eſpecially, let us te- 
member that amazing Diſplay of the Divine 
Mercy, the Gift of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
God jo loved the World 4, (how much he 
loved it, neither Tongue can ſpeak, nor 
Thought conceive) that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believes in him, 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life : 
and herein is Love, not that awe loved God, but 


* Rom. viii. 1. + Rev. xxii. 14, Þþ John iii. 16. 
that 
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| that be loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Pro- 
pitiatton 


for our Sins*, And what is the 
Inſtruction, the Improvement ariſing from 
this ſtupenduous Mercy? Beloved, immedi- 
ately adds the ſame ſacred Writer, , God jo 
loved us, we ought alſo to Ive one another. If 
ſuch inconceivably bright and copious Ema- 
nations of Divine Love are beſtowed upon us, 
let us reflect abroad the Beams of Mercy 


which we ſo freely and abundantly receive 


in all the Inſtances of a tender Compaſſion 
and Love to our Fellow-Saints ; that ſo, 
+ though our Goodneſs cannot extend to God, 
cannot augment his uncreated and eſſential 
Glories, nor make any Acceſſions to his im- 
mutable and independent Happineſs, yet it 
may extend to the Saints, the Excellent of the 
Earth, in whom is our Delight. And can I for- 
get, when I am ſpeaking of the Obligations 
we are under to Compaſſion and Grace, to re- 
mind you of the Example of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt? What tender Sympathy did he diſ- 
cover to poor Mankind, in their Gall of Bit- 
terneſs, their Bonds of Iniquity, and their 
Gulph of Wretchedneſs? fince, to reſcue 
them from this deplorable Condition, he left 
the Boſom of his Father, and the Courts of 
Heaven, to tabernacle among us, came to be 
deſpiſed + of Men, to be abhorred of his Na- 
tion, and to be c Servant of Rulers, and indeed 


+ Fal, xvi. 2, 3; III. xlix. 7. 
I to 


* 1John iv. 10. 
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3 
to ſtand a Priſoner, with cvery Mark of 
Meanneſs and Infamy, at their Bar. How 
was the Love of our Lord Jeſus inſcribed, as 
it were, in Characters of his own Blood in 
the Thorns that were driven into his Head, 
the Scourges that tore his Body, the Nails 
that pierced his Hands and Feet, and the 
Spear that was plunged into his Side? The 
Croſs was the very Triumph of the Re- 


deemer's Love; and, if we do but ſeriouſly 


conſider what was the Cauſe of all the pub- 
lic Shame, and the agonizing Sorrows he en- 
dured, what let looſe the Powers of Earth 


and Hell upon him, and what occafioned his 


Father's Withdrawment, and his tremen— 
duous Darkneſs of Soul in the midſt of his 
ſoreſt Confficts, we muſt reſolve all theſe 
amazing Appearances and Events into Love. 
* He gave his Life a Ranſom for us. ＋ Ht 
was made a Curſe for us. | He was made 
Sin for us who knew no Sin, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. || H. 
was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he cas 
bruifed for our Iniquities: The Chaſtiſement o 
our Peace was upon him; by his Stripes we are 
healed. All «e, like Sheep, have gone aſtray: 
We have turned every one to his wn Woy, and 


the Lord hath laid on bim the Imiquity of U. 


* Matth. xx. 28. + Gal. iii. 13. 2 2 Cor. v. 21. 
7 Ia. hi. 5, 6. 
all. 
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all*. And him hath God ſet forth as a Pro- 


pitiation through Faith in his Bliod. And 


now what an Obligation is here upon us to 
how Kindneſs and Love to our afflicted Bre- 
thren, ſince our glorious Emanuel ſhews all 
this unparalleled and aſtoniſhing Compaſſion 
to us, in ſaving us from all the Ruins of Sin, 
and Miſeries of Hell, into all the Glories and 
Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. His Love to us is an 
Ocean which none can fathom, it has Heights 
and Depths, Lengths and Bread!hs paſt finding 
out, how then can we refuſe our little Streams 
of Affection to others, eſpecially when we 
confider not only what Commands our Lord 
and Saviour has given to excite us to mutual 
Tenderneſs and Affection, but that he him- 
ſelf, or his Holy Spirit by his Apoſtles, has 
pointed out the Motives that ariſe from his 
Love, to engage our Love to one another. 
+ If IT then your Lord and Maſter have waſhed 
yur Feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one another's 
Feet; for I have given you an Example, that 
ye ſhould do as I have done. So again, I Be 
ye therefore Followers of God as dear Children, 
and walk in Love as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, 
and hath given himſelf for us, an Offering and 
a Sacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling Savour. 


And to mention no more Paſlages, : || Hereby 


perceive we the Love of God, becauſe he laid 


* Rom. 111. 25. + John xii. 14, 15. fTEph.v.1, 2. 
1 John 113. 16. 
12 down 


( 60.) 
down his Life for us; and wwe ought to lay dows 
our Lives for the Brethren. Oh, how ſuper. 
latively and infinitely great was the Love of 
ourLord to us! and how ready ſhould we he 
to go to the utmoſt Limit of our little Powers 
in our Love to our Brethren ? If we take but 
Pattern from the Love of Chriſt, how large 
and tender will be our Kindneſs to his Friend; 
and Members? eſpecially, if we conſider one 
Ingredient in this Love of Chriſt, which is 
perhaps too apt to be forgotten, and which ] 
thall therefore point out to you in the Words 
of a celebrated Writer: It is objected, ſays 
he, That it ſeems to be a Thing very incon- 
* gruous, and much beneath the Dignity of 
* the Son of God, to be united to human 
* Nature, and to ſubmit to ſo near an Al- 
« lance with that which is ſo very mean and 
s deſpicable: Yea, to be infinitely more be- 
« low him, than for the greateſt Prince in 
*« this World to match with the pooreſt and 


e moſt contemptible Beggar. But herein 


e ſurely we meaſure God too much by our- 


« ſelves; and becauſe we who are evil have 
c ſeldom ſo much Goodneſs as to ſtoop be- 


« neath ourſelves for the Benefit and Good 
« of others, we are apt to think that God 
« hath not ſa much Goodneſs neither : and 
te becauſe our Ill|-nature, and Pride, and 
“ Folly, as indeed all Pride is Folly, will 
** not ſuffer us to do it, we preſently or 

*;:-: "08. nee 
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4 Ox-:- 


e clude that it does not become God. But 
„ what Pliny ſaid to the Emperor Trajan, 
concerning earthly Kings and Potentates, 
« js much more true of the Lord of Glory, 
a the great King of Heaven and Earth; Cuz 
© mbil- ad augendum Faſtigium ſupereſt hoc 
uno modo creſcere poteſt, fi ſe ipſe ſubmittat, 
þ « ſecurus magnitudints ſue : he that is at the 
Jop, and can riſe no higher, hath yet this 
one Way left to become greater, by ſtooping 
« beneath himſelf ; which he may very ſafely 
dio, being ſecure of his own Greatneſs. The 
lower any Being, be he hever ſo high, 
condeſcends to do Good, the Glory of his 
Goodneſs ſhines ſo much the brighter. 
Men are many Times too proud and ſtiff 
(to bend, too perverſe and ill- natured to 
ſtoop beneath their own little Greatneſs 
for the Good of others. But God, whoſe 
Ways are not as our Ways, and whoſe 
Thoughts are as much above our low and 
* narrow Thoughts, as the Heavens are high 
above the Earth, did not diſdain nor think 
© it below him to become Man for the Good 
| © of Mankind; and, as much as the Divi- 
| © nity is capable of being ſo, to become mi- 


2, 


ſerable to make us happy +.” How ready 
then ſhould we be to manifeſt a tender Sym- 
| pathy to the People of God in Affliction, as 


* Tillotſon on our Lord's Incarnation, Serm. 3. 
we 
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E 
we are ſo much indebted to Compaſſion any 
Grace ourſelves ! 

And thus have I enumerated and urge 
ſeveral Reafons why we ought to be affect; 
with the Afflictions of the People of God 
It remains, 

III. And laſtly, That I ſhould Chow thy 
we ſhould have juſt Reaſon to expect ſon 
ſignal Judgment, if we remain unaffected 
with the Afflictions of the People of God, 
The View of our Verſe, in Connection with 
the foregoing and following Verſes of this 
Chapter, will ſtrongly convince us of the 
Truth of this Obſervation. Wo to then 
(Verſe 1.) that are at Eaſe in Zion, and tri 
in tbe Mountain of Samaria, which are nam 
Chief of the Nations, to whom the Houſe if 
Iſrael came. Wo to them who are at Eaſe in 
Zion, who are quite ſecure and eaſy, as if all 
was one univerſal untroubled Scene of Pro- 
ſperity and Peace; and truſt in the Meuntair 
of Samara, placing their Confidence in th: 
Mountains there. The Mountains of Zi": 
and Samaria being famous for their natural 
:trength *, the Inhabitants thought them- 

=: ved 


FEt jam cum Gentes ante Ifraclitas inhabitarert terram pib- 
miſſioni, mons Zion et mons Sama riæ apud eas fuerunt cele- 
bres, prze cæteris locis, ob munitionem; ficut et poſt omi e 
civitates in regno Tirae) devaſtatas ultimò fuit Caſtrum Sans 
rie debeilarum, et mons Zion, poſt omnia ſude obteit 
loca, expugnatus. Ad bac igitur optima loca cum Domiiv: 
Iſraclitas perduxiſſet & Gentes ante eos expulitiet, objiti lüllt 
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Elves upon that Account ſafe from any Dan- 
ger, and vainly relied upon the Security of 
their Situation, inſtead of imploring and de- 
pending upon the Divine Protection. Which 
are named Chief of the Nations, which have 
been very highly renowned in the World; 
end to whom the Houſe of Iſrael came; Zion 
or Jeruſalem, and Samaria were the chief 


Seats of the two Kingdoms, and conſequent- 


ly drew the Reſort and Reſpect of the People. 


E Paſs ye unto Calneh, Verſe 2. and ſee; and 
ram thence go ye to Hemath the great: ther 
go dixon to Gath of the Philiſtines : be they 
letter than theſe Kingdoms? Or their Border 
greater than your Border? Go to Calneb (a 
City in the Land of Shinar, or Territory of 
Babylon, Gen. x. 10.) thence go to Hemath 
be Great (ſuppoſed to be a City of Syria, 
# afterwards called An7zoch) and then viſit Gath 
of the Philiſtines, and examine if they are 
# better than theſe Kingdoms? or their Border 
| greater than your Border? that is, © are they 
in a better Condition than what you are 
both in Iſrael and Judah, or have they a 
ö larger and a more plentiful Country? If 


« they 


| ngratt homines beneficiorum Dei, & paſſim ſeſe in omnia 
| Corjecerunt vitia, putantes ſe ſecure habitare, non ob id quod 
F iwuciam in Deum haberent, cum in cum non confiderunt, 
| id quod bonis abundarent, et munita haberent loca, atque 
ob id neminem timebant, neſcientes nullam potentiam, nul- 
umque robur poſſe conta judicium Dei conſiſtere. 


MuNSTERUS in loc: 
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a they have not, why are you ſo ungratefy 


<* to Heaven, as not to have a due Senſe 9 
* your Mercies ?” Or perhaps the Senſe my 
be, © Theſe Cities could not withſtand the 
„ Power of the Enemy, though they wer 
<« ſuperior to you in Fortification and Extent 
and yet ſtill you will place your Confidence 
« jn the Mountain of Samaria, and that 9 
&© Zion. You ſec in what miſerable Run 
*« theſe Cities * are ſunk, though their Gloꝝ 
« was once greater than your Glory, why 
<« then will you think yourſelves ſecure i 
« your own Strength, and neglect to ſel 
the Favour and Guardianſhip of Heaven” 
Verſe 3. Ye that put far away the evil Da, 
and cauſe the Seat of Violence to come near. 
Though the Prophets, the Meſſengers of 
Heaven, declare that the Divine Judgment: 
are now hanging over you, yet you, intirely 
immerſed in Pleaſure and Senſuality, put them 
far from you; and in theſe Days of Diſtreß 
and Danger, you dare to admit the Seat of 
Injuſtice ſtill to ſtand near you, and from 
thence you are iſſuing your unrighteous De- 
crees, and exerciſing a cruel Oppreſſion upon 
the Poor and Innocent, Or may not the 
Paſſage, and cauſe the Seat of Violence to com 
near, bear this Conſtruction? Ye cauſe tle 


® Calneh was probably taken by ſome King of Aria, not 
long before the uttering of this Prophecy. Hemath was take" 
too by Sennacheriv, or ſome cf his Predeceſſors. V ideLowti 
in loc. As to Gath it was taken by Uzziahy 2 Chro. _ 
| edt, 


1 


Feat, or Habitation of Violence, that is, an 
Habitation founded in Oppreſſion, % come 
near, that is, near to its Finiſhing, DD, put 
far away the evil Day, and, as a Proof and 
Conſequence of it, you are building ſtately 
Houſes for yourſelves upon the Gains of Un- 
righteouſneſs. | 
' ſage well agrees with Luke xvii. 18, 19. 
E Likewiſe alſo as it was in the Days of Lot, 
E they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
fel, they planted, they builded : but the ſame 
Day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained 
Fire and Brimſlone from Heaven, and deſtroyed 
E them all. That lie, Verſe 4. upon Beds of 
© Ivory *, and firetch themſelves upon their 
= Couches, and eat the Lambs out of the Flock, 
and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall, 
who repoſe themſelves upon their Beds and 


And this View of the Paſ- 


Couches of Grandeur and Eaſe, and muſt 
have nothing leſs than the choiceſt Firſtlings 
of the Flocks and the Herds ſerved up for 
the Proviſions of their Tables. That chant 
to the Sound of the Viol, Verſe 5. and invent 
to themſelves Inſtruments of Mufick, like Da- 
vid. Who are ſo bent upon their Entertain- 
ment, that in this dark and diſmal Day, Me- 
lody and Mirth reſound in their Houtes to 
ſuch a Degree, that the variousand continual 

K Concert 


— rubro ubi Cocco 
Tincta ſuper Lectos cangeret Veſtis eburnos. 


Hog. Sat. 6. Lib. II. 


I 66 ] 

Concert is rather fitter for ſuch a Prince q: 
David than private Perſons &. Or they vin. 
dicate their Practice of Muſic by the Example 
of David, whereas the Caſe and Circum. 
ſtances are widely different. David tuned 
his Harp to the Honour of God, they to 
their own Pleaſure; and David played upon 


his Inſtruments in a Day of Reſt and Salva. 


tion, they, on the other Hand, are chanting 
to the Sound of the Viol in a Day of Alarm 
and Danger +. They drink Wine in Boul, 
and ſo comes in the Verſe of my Text, and 
. anoint themſekves with the chief Ointments, 
They drink Wine, not in ſmall Cups, but in 
capacious Beawls, intimating, what a Reliſh 
they have for the Juice of the Vine, and what 
Quantities they drink for Pleaſure, if not for 
Intoxication, And anoint themſelves with th: 
chief Ointments, with the choiceſt Ointment, 
rather for Delight and Luxury, than Neceſ- 
ſity and Health | But they are not grieved 
for the Afliction of Joleph. We may ob- 
ſerve that all theſe fix Verſes contain a Charge 
againſt the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem and Sa- 
maria; and that the Indictment ſeems to 
grow greater and greater, from Security it 
riſes to Preſumption, from Preſumption to 
Oppreſſion, from Oppreſſion to wanton and 


* Grotius in loc. + Calvin. in loc. 
t Huc vina, & unguenta, & nimium brevis 
Flores amænos terre jube roſæ. 


Hos, Od. 8. Lib. II. 
ex- 
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2 expenſive Luxury, from wanton and expen- 
' five Luxury to the Love and Practice of 


effeminate Pleaſure, from this Pleaſure to 
vilty Intoxication and Exceſs, and from 
guilty Intoxication and Exceſs, to a Careleſ- 
neſs and Unconcern at the Affliction of the 
Church and Nation ; and here the Gradation 
bounds itſelf, as if it had now reached its 
higheſt Pitch, and could go no farther ; or 
as if this Neglect and Stupidity was the 
greateſt, the conſummating Iniquity, as in- 
deed it is the Offspring and Reſult of all. 
And what do we find after this Charge ? 
Having heard the Impeachment, what is the 
righteous Sentence of the holy and juſt God 
upon it? It immediately follows, Verſe 7. 
Therefore now ſhall they go captive with the 


| firſt that go captive, and the Banquet of them 


that fliretched themſelves ſhall be removed. 
The Lord hath ſworn by himſelf, ſaith the 
Lord, Verſe 8. the God of Hoſts, J abhor the 
Excellency of Jacob, and hate his Palaces : 
therefore wwill I deliver up the City, with all 
that 1s therein. And if God is the ſame God 
ſtill that he was in former Days, and if we 
are guilty of the ſame Iniquities, the ſame 


F Security, Preſumption, Oppreſſion, Luxury, 


Love of Pleaſure, Intoxication, and Care- 
leſneſs and Unconcern at the Afflictions 
of our Brethren, what may we expect, 
but to be made the tremendous Monuments 


K 2 of 
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of the ſame Indignation, and that, the Mea. 
ſure of our Sins being filled up, God will 
pour upon us the Vials of his Wrath, and 
involve us in a like Deſtruction, by Famine, 
Peſtilence, Earthquake, or Sword, with that, 
which, after a long Forbearance on the Part 
of Heaven, and a long Impenitence on the 
Part of thoſe antient Sinners, overwhelmed 
the Kingdoms of Judab and Ifrael, and ſcat- 
tered the Remnant in Shame and Miſery over 
the Face of the Nations? Let us hear and fear, 
my Friends, and put away Evil from among 
us *, leſt it come to paſs when we hear the 
Words of this Curſe, that we bleſs our ſelves in 
our Hearts, ſaying, we ſhall have Peace, 
though we walk in the Imagination of our 
Hearts, to add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt, and the 
Lord ſhould not ſpare us, but then the Anger 
of the Lord and his Fealcuſy ſhall ſmoke again 
2, and all the Curſes that are written in his 
Book ſball lie upon us, and the Lord ſhould blit 
out our Name from under Heaven +. And 
thus have I ſhown, that we have juſt Reaſon 
to expect ſome ſignal Judgment, if we re- 
main unaffected with the Afflictions of the 
People of God. 

It now remains that J ſhould make ſome 
Improvement and Application of the Sub- 
ject. And, | | | 


* Deut, xxi. 21. + Deut. xxix. 19, 20. 


1. Let 


6!!! , m . Ut a _ x <- OT 


f 


[ 69 1 

1. Let us expect Affliction in the preſent 
State, We ſee that Afflictions are the ine- 
vitable Lot of Mankind, and that the Pco- 
ple of God are ſo far from being exempted 
from them, that they are enfured to them, 
and that, if they had them not, they would 
want one Proof that they are his Children. 
Let us not murmur therefore, or think that 
ſome ſtrange Thing has happened to us, if 
we ſhould drink of the bitter Cup in com- 
mon with the Saints of God, and the Heirs 
of Glory, God can bring Good out of Evil, 
and produce from temporal Trials ſpiritual 
and immortal Bleſſings. We are too apt to 
ſettle upon our Lees, and to grow careleſs . 
and carnal in a Day of Proſperity; happy 
Affliction then, that by its ruffling Blaſts puts 
our Souls into Motion, and hereby, as a 
Means in the Hand of the Spirit of Grace, 
purifies and refines them, Don't there- 
fore let us quarrel, don't let us deſpond, 
if Afflictions preſs hard and heavy upon us. 
Don't let us ſay with Jacob, All theſe Things 
are againſt us *, for they may be all for us; 
Mercies in Diſguiſe, and Bleſſings wrapt up 
in Clouds and thick Darkneſs. Hear how a 
good Man can ſpeak, and, oh, that we may 
ſhare a Portion of his Divine Temper, Al- 
though the Fig-Tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 


all Fruit be in the Vines, the Labour of the 


* Cen. xlii. 36. + Habbak, iii 17. , 
Olive 


1 

Olive. ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield nollſcas, 
theFlock ſball be cut off from the Fold, and ther; 
Hall be no Herd in the Stalls ; yet will I rejeice 
in the Lord, I will jey in the Gcd of my Salva- 
tion. If our Way to Heaven lies thro' a Wil- 
derneſs, yet the Reſt at laſt will more than 
compenſate for all the Troubles of the Paſſage; 
and let us remember that there is a Brook 10 
drink of by the Way, the Conſolations of God 
which are neither few nor ſmall, and that 
God has promiſed *fhat he will never leave u; 
nor forſake us. Every Cloud of Affliction 
to a true Saint has a Rainbow of Mercy up- 
on it, and the Covenant of Grace has Bright- 
neſs enough in it to gild the darkeſt Diſpen- 
ſations, and make us glory even in Tribula- 
ton. | 

2. Let what has been ſaid eſtabliſh and 
increaſe our Abhorrence of Popery. Popery 
may be juſtly hated by us upon many 
Accounts; for its unſcriptural Tenets, ſuch 
as Purgatory, the Worſhip of Images, the an- 
ti-chriſtian and enormous Power of the Biſhop 
of Rome, Devotion in an unknown Tongue, 
Indulgencies for Sin, and the like groſs Inno- 
vations, and Superſtitions. It may alſo be 
abhorred by us for its Enmity to Know- 
ledge, and for its Inſult to the common Senſe 
of Mankind in its infamous Doctrine of Tranſ- 
ubſtantiation, a Monſter of ſuch an immea- 


* Heb. xiii. 5. - Garabl 
Urable 


„ 
ſurable Size, that it makes the Pillars of 
Rome itſelf bend under its Weight, and not 
all the Subtilties and Arts of Teſurt:ſm are 
able to ſupport it. But if all theſe unſcrip- 
tural and abſurd Sentiments were out of 
the Queſtion, yet this inhuman and bloody 
Temper of Popery, which has not only been 
repreſented, but proved by recent and incon- 
teſtible Facts, is a ſufficient Reaſon: methinks 
for us to abjure and deteſt it. What the 
Religion of the mild and merciful Jeſus, the 
Saviour, and not the Deſtroyer of Men's 
Lives, made the Channel of the moſt dire- 
ful Miſery to Mankind, and the Inſtrument 
of the moſt barbarous Havoc among them ? 
Can theſe Things accord, can there poſſibly 
be more palpable and flagrant Contradictions? 
Did our Lord appoint any Man, or Number 
of Men, to diſtreſs and devour their Species 
by Thouſands and Millions, to ſupport and 
propagate his Cauſe in the World? Did 
he bid us ſmite with the Sword ? Did he 
try to enlighten the Minds, or awaken the 
Conſciences of Men by Galleys, and Gibbets, 
by Maſſacres, and Inquiſitions ? Did he ever 
give Commiſſion to ſave Men's Souls by tor- 
menting and killing their Bodies, or tell them 
that plunging them to Hell was the Way to 
recover, and bring them to Heaven? If there 
vas only ſuch an Article in Popery as that 0 

| the 
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the 5th Council of Toledo *, © That n King 
at his Coronation is to . among othes 
te Oaths to permit no Man to live in his 
Kingdom, who is not a Catholic; and 
« that if afterwards he ſhall violate his Pro- 
« mite, he is to be Anathema Maranatha 
cin the Sight of the eternal God, and be- 
«© come Fewel of the eternal Fire:“ this Ar- 
ticleonly1s a ſufficient Reaſon with every one, 
who conſiders the Genius of the Goſpel, and 
the Spirit of its Divine Founder, to ſay, +0, 
x Soul, come not thou into their Secret; unto 
eir Aſſembly mine Honour be not thou united, 
eſpeclaly when we ſce theſe horrible Decrees 
ſeconded by Facts, and all the diverſified and 
unrelenting Cruelty of Swords and Halters, 
Racks and Flames. 

3. Let us learn from theſe diſmal and de- 
plorable Sufferings of our Brethren in France, 
highly to prize, and in Caſe of Neceſſity, 
ſtrenuouſly to defend our invaluable Liberties, 
and Privileges. How different is our State, 
through the tender Mercy of our God, to 
that of the Proteſtants in France? They are 
under a Tyrant, who, as the great Maſter 
of wanton Butchery and Slaughter, lets 
the Dogs of War looſe in barbarous Havoc 
upon the faithful Shepherds and innocent 
Flock of Chriſt: We on the other Hand have 
a Prince upon the Throne who grants us the 

* Caranza Sum, Conciliorum. p. 104, Þ+ Gen. xlvi. 9. 
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Privilege and Liberty of worſhipping God 
according to the Rules of our Bibles, and 
the Dictates of our Conſciences, rejoices, I 


doubt not, in the Felicity of his People, and 


has even jeoparded his Life once and again 
in the high Places of the Field in Oppoſition 
to theſe Diſturbers of the Peace, and Ene- 
mies of the Rights of Mankind. Oh ! what 
diſtinguiſhing Favours does Great-Britarn en- 
joy, and how dear and precious ſhould thoſe 
Mercies be to us! How ready ſhould we be, 
as the Return of Gratitude, to honour and 
obey our King, and, in Caſe he muſt draw the 
reluctant Sword againſt France, or that in- 
ſolent Nation ſhould dare to invade us, to 
alſiſt him with our Lives and Fortunes, and 
keep off from ourſelves and our dear Poſte- 


rity the Abomination that makes deſolate. 


Let Briti/þ Ground rather ſmoke with Bri- 
{:/h Blood, willingly poured out as a Libation 
to George, to Liberty, and Religion, than 
Popery, come from what Quarter it will, 
be ſuffered to diſplay its Standard, and ſet 
up its Altars in our Land. © Liberty of 


Conſcience, as one ſays *, is ridiculous 


* in the Mouth of a Papiſt, and not only 


e ridiculous, but perfidious, and inſincere, 


„ Qualities inſeparable from their Nature, 


* for ſo many Ages p aſt. Since it 1s certain, 
* they would not forbear three Years, bring- 


* Bayle's Comment. vol. I. p. 6. 
« ing 
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* ing thoſe to the Stake, who would not g0 
ce to Maſs, had they once more the Power in 
« their own Hands.” And if the French ſhould, 
with their Politeneſs, and elegant Artifices, 
endeavour to perſwade us to the contrary, let 
us turn them to their ancient Maſſacre, and 
their modern Perſecutions, as an uncontroul- 
able and eternal Teſtimony againſt them. 
4. Let us take Heed how. we indulge to 
Sin, and ſo bring on the fame or like Di- 
ſtreſſes upon ourſelves. © It muſt not be 
* concealed, ſays the pious Mr. Toms &, that 
c for ſome Time before this dreadful Over- 
* throw, (the Revocation of the Edict of 
« Nantes by Lewis XIV. 1685.) the 
Churches were greatly fallen from their 
primitive Purity, if not in Doctrine, yet 
in Practice. The laſt Synod before the 
% Revocation was deeply ſenſible of it, and 
« aware of the deſerved Judgments of God; 
e and therefore, endeavouring to provide in 
« the beſt Manner for Reformation, ap- 
pointed a Solemn Faſt-Day to be obſerv- 
ed in all the Churches; ſtrongly exhorted 
e to a Sanctification of the Lord's-Day, to 
« keep out of Company, Sc. They deputed 
ce from their Body Miniſters and Elders to 
« viſit the Univerſity of Saumur, Montauban, 
« Niſmes, and Die, and appointed yearly 
% Viſitations to attempt a Reformation 
 ® Preface to his Annals, p. 5. 
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« among the Students, of whom Com- 
« plaints had been made by the Deputies of 
« all the Provinces, with one common 
« Voice, that great Corruptions had crept in 
e among the Students in Divinity eſpecially. 
« The Act for the national Faſt; and the 
« Speech made by Monfieur Guitton in the 
« Univerſity of Samur ſhew the Corruption 
« of the Times, and the pious Care, and 
e holy Fear of the Paſtors ; and the learned 
« and well-informed Mr. John Quick ob- 
e ſerves, that about the Year 168 5, The many 


F © and crying Sins of the Proteſtants in France 


e provoked the pure Eyes of God's Holineſs to 
« fo great Tealouſy againſt them, that he let 
* in upon them a Deluge of Wrath and Ven- 
« geance, which in one Day utterly favept away 


« all their religious Aſſemblies, baniſhed thetr 


« Paſtors out of the Kingdom, demoliſhed their 
% Temples, and hath expoſed them to infinite 
and unparalleled Maſſacres, and Deſola- 
«* 710ns.” And are theſe Things ſo, my 
Friends ? Were ſpreading Iniquities and dif- 
mal and general Declenſions the Heralds of 
theſe now Seventy Years Captivity and De- 


ſolation of the Proteſtant Churches in France? 


Then what may we not expect in a Way of 


Divine Vengeance upon our guilty Country ! 


Our Crimes, our Infidelity, Prophaneneſs, 


_ Benſuality, Love of Pleaſure, and many 


more Iniquities, that all muſt know who 
L 2 know 


| 
| 
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know our Land; our Formality, (I ſpeal; 
as to the outwardly Religious among us) 
our thin and ſuperficial Shows of Piety, 
and deplorable Defect as to its real Life 
and Power are fuch a Roll of Lamentation, 
Mourning, and Woe, that I have not Op- 
portunity here to unfold and repreſent it. 
You not only are aſſured from Obſervation 
that what I ſay is true, but perhaps your 
own Reflection convinces you that you 
yourſelves are the Inſtances. O then fly, 
fly from your Sins,“ Yaſh ye, make you clean, 
put away the Evil of your Doings, ceaſe 15 
do Evil, learn to do well. Improvement of 
our Privileges, Love of Goſpel-Truth and 
Grace, Spirituality, Devotion, Humility, 
Self-Denial, and in a Word, the Sum and 
Subſtance of evangelical Precepts engraven 
by evangelical Promiſes upon the Heart, and 
reſplendent through all our Lives and Con- 
verſations, would give us a pleafing Proſpect 
that God would be ſtill favourable to our 
Land, and that he would till ſpare his People, 
and give not his Heritage to a Reproach ; but, 
if we will ſtill continue our Provocations 
againſt Heaven, and will ſtill dare to love and 
practiſe the Deeds of Dark neſs amidſt the 
clear Sunbeams of Goſpel-Light and Grace, 
what may we expect but that a long: ſuffer- 
ing God will at length ariſe in the Terrors of 


. 16. + Joel ii. 17. 15 
15 
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his Vengeance, and pour in ſome over- 


whelming Judgment upon us? And | who 
B þ110WS the Power of the Almighty's Anger | ? 
Even according to his Fear ſo is his Wrath, 1 
will only add, as a further Motive to Repen- 
tance and Return to God, that, if only our par- 
F ticular Selves ſhould thus repent and return, 
and walk worthy of the Privileges we enjoy, 


and others that are filthy will be filthy ſtill, 
and ſo the Divine Judgments ſhould at laſt 


| break in upon our Land, be they Famine, 


Peſtilence, Sword, Earthquake, or what 


g they will, yet we ſhall be ſafe. Either we 
E ſhall be hid by Providence in the Day of the 
| Lord's fierce Anger, or we ſhall fall in the 


general Calamity, only to viſe to heavenly 
Glory, and everlaſting Life and Joy. Die 
we muſt, and if we die not by common 
Diſeaſes and Pains, but ſome of theſe greater 
Miniſters of Fate, yet, if they are more aw- 
ful, yet they are ſure, and, ſome of them, very 
ſhort Roads for the Chriſtian to his Father's 
Kingdom. Why ſhould a Saint be afraid 
who has an Intereſt in an unchangeable God, 
an unchangeable Saviour, and has a Title to 
an eternal Glory ? It he ſhould even die in a 
Dungeon, in a Galley, at a Gibbet, or up- 
on a Rack, yet he may ſmile upon all the 
Rage and Malice of his Enemies, being aſſur- 
ed that the laſt and utmoſt Effort of their 


4 Pf. 2c. 11. 
Cruelty 
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Cruelty is to diſmiſs him to the Boſom q 
his God, and put it eternally out of thei; 
Power to vex and diſturb him more. * T}, 
are they which come out of great Tribulatin 
and have waſhed their Robes, and made they Wo E 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. Theref, 1 = 
are they before the Throne of God, and ſer 
him Day and Night in his Temple: and h 
that fits on the Throne ſhall dwell among they, 
They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt aj; 
more, neither fhall the Sun light on them, ni 
jt any Heat. For the Lamb which is in the Midj 
of the Throne ſhall feed them, and fhall let 
| them unto living Fountains of Waters: And Gi 
fall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes. 


Rev. vii, 14---17. 
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S I found a blank Page or Two remain- 
ing in the laſt Sheet, I ſhall take the 
Liber of filling them up with the following 


| : Quotation from the Rev. Mr. Toms's Annals, 
c. p. 27. Nothing can be more affecting 
1 than the Complaints of the Proteſtants on 
their being deprived of the free Exerciſe 


c of their Religion; nothing more fervent 


than their Wiſhes for having that precious 
Liberty reſtored unto them; nothing more 
© « heroick, than the Courage of their Mi- 
© <« niſters in theſe ſad Circumſtances, as ap- 
„ 775 by ſeveral of their Letters: In a 


ord, there can be no ſeverer Cenſure of 


„ the Lukewarmneſs of many amongſt us 
ein Point of Devotion, than the unſhaken 
AZeal of theſe perſecuted Proteſtants. 
Would to God it could ſhame our People 
2 into a ſerious and conſtant Practice of their 


© Duties towards their Maker.” 


N We ſhall cloſe with two Examples of their 
K [holy Ardour, which ought to make us bluſh 


for ourſelves. 


* Two young Ladies, the Daughters of 


Mr. Combes an Attorney, being forced 
from their Father's Houſe, and carried 
e away to Confinement guarded by Soldiers, 
they addreſſed themſelves from their Coach 
g « to all the Proteſtants they met. le are 


ce going into Exile, and we 89 with Pleaſure. | 
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Do not deſpond; let your Zeal continue ti, 


« ſame for reſorting to our holy Aſjemblies, 


God Almighty will ſhew Himſelſf our Guar. 
dian and our Deltverer. 

« A Gentleman named R-y, a Lawyer of 
Niſines, having been confined about a Year 
was releaſed out of the Citadel of Monti 


lier, and urged by the Magiſtrates to pro- 


miſe he would no more reſort to the Al. 
ſemblies of the Proteſtants; but he told 
them, he could be content to rem; 
in Jail, upon Condition that he ſhould 
have Leave to join every Sunday with hi 
Brethren, in the Publick Wirſhip of Gil, 
and be bound to ſurrender himſelf Priſo. 
ner the Day following; adding, that if 
they ſcrupled taking his Word, he wou 

give them a legal Security *.” — Bleſſed t: 


God for the Faith and Patience of the Saints 


in all their Tribulations ! 


* Vid. Popery always the fame, p. 33, 16, 37. 45, 46 -- 


It is to be wiſhed that this valuable Piece, and Hiſtorical Mie 


enorial, &c. were digeſled into one V. olume, let they, being 


but Pamphlets, ſhouid be lot. 
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